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Dunn Louisiana 12-20-56 

F.B. I. Dept of Justice 

J Edgar Hoover 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Sir 

Wish to call your attention to a Cafe & truck stop, located at Dunn Louisiana, 
Richland Parish, Highway 80, North Louisiana This place has always been a sore 
spot. Causing lots of trouble, girls are kept there for truck drivers for a price 
Minors girls have been approched for dates, spreading of diease etc The church 
has tried to stop this place seems the local law inforcements are not interested 

The FBI at New Orleans and State troopers say the proof would have to be furnished 
I thought the FBI would always get the needed proof 

I have wrote the F. B.I. at New Orleans about this place I know that they date in 
this building school children catch the school busses & church busses there. This 
place has made this town unfit to live in for decent people would like a investogation 
of the people who operate this place also investgate the people who own this place 
now. something of their back ground etc. 

Would like for you to write the FBI at New Orleans about this place -- Respt Yours 

/s/ Ed Shaver 
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no action in regard to them. - 
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OFFICIALLY ENDORSED LABOR NEWSPJ^PBE^^j, qq/^x metal trades council 
(The Truth Hurts None,' But The Offender) ^Cw^tANA* 6*ttY recognized LABOR papm -r ; -^ 
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WWU L. DONNELS, 
Uncle Bill - Editor, 
And 

*i F. L. Organizer 



JOS. L. DONNELS, 

Superintendent 
And 
Treasurer 



Phone MAgnolia 3123 



(Established July, 1917) 



426-28 Chartres St, N. O., fr| TT R A 

Mr. Totaoo 

August 25,1951 




\ Hon: 2i,vtr Ho oyer 
i l T .S.D=pt. of Justice 



Km 



Hon; Sir. 
I sine 



jl Bi-jv .--1" ap. rociato. yo-or lcind reuarko in your letter 
tirv. : . past in reference to the prblication o-" yovir Speech 
t: 3 3r>.nd LoTje : f i»r.: York* I Aid not i.n?v;er" your Ivfcter 
I Tow you are bucy a.ri di-3 not v; nt to n--o-*lQsely bother 

uvo -t >--."! ily ^ro'.vu worse in Hev/ Or 



Mr. Lndd 

Mr. Clegf 
Mr. Gloria 
Mr. Nic^J* 
Mr. Csau .. 
Mr. Trmer... 
Mr. Hur bo 
Mr. Alden... 
Mr. Belmont 




Mr. LaaghUm. 
MbSr 



Tore. 
Mr. Keait«... 
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SI 



However, ooiiliti- .iC! h_ve "t>--iily ^rovra worse in Ilea i)-.t~~T 
rit!- Gr-bl . -c ctiti.it cc, ro~ fieri?- mpi-t- p.::'. dope fi .uV<Jkjp 

« .. •. L._. i ' . t*V -■ w - . — ^ w^..- - j • . v^, w... ... . . y wi. <j : ..• . w . .(. C ^ i-.^ 

cons-nt of o"r not to bo - rov." 01? .^i'.iycr <ic Loo cope S.Kirri.ron. 

Lxjrrit'on, vr s electe.. 'head of the ^ayofco I1 \t ior.i.l *<--oci".tio.n, 
': ';c ".i" o v " v.- : : c 3? • i .l-o ••' ; \:o;r er boy f£ ; y.*r of ? " r.v Orl^ at; , 
v.ho cl:>- o.l ! r .O. overnight- aVii in reality tbc city vf <n cio-ed 
by :..-r thr • ■ ph the o ':'.'prto or? Col.^dair Y/o.tters, forxur cri, of 
--oliee. ijo.rrS.ron fin ily fore 1 Col.Fu-teiaj to reeiyn, and" t>e 
c: i. zi T :ill3 \' ;* arc .ore entruaclw.! ':-ban ovir, v;ib!i -<-.yor l..o"ri 
v.cari '• a Imo critic '1 talo, x^" ^"^-.^Afl^^l 



iirli.i j y..-a copy of 1 
)f r.C . abich i:- s If oapler\ 



I 

a . vrrc:'. ■ yo-. t .•>/.• c l aoi.uy aoprc o.'.ate yoar cinccr •. effort •; to ril 
r.U. -:.2l.. a.- t'~e A K tioji of or^miced Crir.*-*, and Co; -j-uai -tc, an 1 , 
a •••.via • y . of ray ev orL-- o'.i:i. • • fcitude, If I c-u 1 . in :iy f . f. 
vvy a-.-i - -j y w . ir any :.i . r.cr, ploa:-3 let i-o kacr;, ao I v/iVL^ } u: . 
auy -..-.orifice to a v:itb ev-o-y good v;i h, n>r be ac^vaP f-o 

S- ipr taes ;,ro v it3ct - % The ITniver-e nr. veil ar tbo jooi vo.ji .. •:>•:.' ';• 

WO RECORDED • m / f ^/^^^u, 

' Indexed - U ' 

NOTICE! ThU newspaper U not affiliated with YEARBOOKS or YEARLY REVIEWS. 
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^^°^^ZZTZ:^" B - n i r~ «" BAo ncwcDinra SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL UNION (GuJf Di.trtct) 
OFFICIALLY ENDORSED LABOR NEWSPAPER <jmp COA3T METAL TRADES COUNCIL 

(The Truth Hurts None, But The Offender) - »^£nANA$ ^fivLY ftg&COCNPBED LABOft PAPER 




WM. L. DONNELS, 
Uncle Bill - Editor, 
And 

A. F. L. Organizer 



Phone MAgnolia 3123 

Mr. Mile R*>fcilUas>f f Atty. 
Carondelet Bldg. 
Hew Orleans* La* 

Pear Sin 



JOS. L. DONNELS, 
Superintendent 
And 
Treasurer 



(Established July, 1917} 



«6-28 Chartres St, K. O., La., U. S. A. 

August 85| 1951 
REGISTERED HAIL 

WSTtffiff RECEIPT REQUFSTED 



My son Leroy sod a young lawyer who happened to be present in my office 
when you called f informed me that you asked for fee *Wb. 1* Bonnels" end when 
informed that I was sat stated and 1 Quotes 

■Is Bill-'tfonnel* here? Answer t "So he isn't** ■ You know who I ant* 
The answer i "I believe you ere Wr» Kilo Williams** "Thats right, you 
better tell Bill Donnele he had bettor watch his step," turned around 
waived out, and then casts back stating! 

"**ou know I represented your father at one tine and 1 know a let of 
things about hist, tell him he had better watch his step*" 

I deny that you heve ewer represented me at any tine, or In any way nnd 
if, es you state, you know something the general public should know then you 
have been derelict 4n your duty by not caking it known before this and Z 
challenge you to do your worst* 

Apparently your attempt at Blackmail or Intimidation, is the result of i 
ordinance to Jell Lottery Vendors, as follows i and I Quote* 

•Mr* Mayor and Members of the Commission Council, as proof of the morel 
degenerecy in lew Orleans, I had the un-happy experience of sitting In Judge 
I? core's Court, when MI LG-e 1 LL1 AMS , Atty, started from the front of the court 
and going down the aisle asking practically everyone present ARK You A 
LOTTERY CASE— I an in a position to prove these statements and you con take 
any action against me you de?lre* I am sending copies of this letter, under 
Registered Kail to the following I 



ftew Orleans Bar Association 
Jtew Orleans Commission Council 
Hon* rd car Hover, F, B» !• 
The District Atty. of Hew Orleans 
The Tioif c Picayune 
Row Orleans States 



Mew Orlems Xtes 
Associated Press 

United Press 



Yours truly, 



Wo. L. Donnels 




/ 



rtrrvita * " 




NOTICE! This newspaper is not affiliated with YEARBOOKS or YEARLY REVIEWS. 
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UNITED §t4"BS GOVERNMENT 



to « Director, FBI 



^7 





: ';>;" :""**mr' jaivuary 22, 19$1 

PIOU jp'SAC, New O rleans.^, ■■■r-.-.-^r^^s i.---^:;-- .•,, r ; v ^-: 

-|s^ , -v ■ jfS*^. ReBulet ,% Captioned individual at J^ew 'prleans> .Loulsianajida^ed; January ^ 
9, 19$1, copy of which was designated for this office albng with a copy df V: V 
lengthy telegram which CQBB had recently transmitted to the Bureau*- '-*h^'$f^. t-' 

For the Bureau's information, this office" has had considerable contact - ". 
through the years with Mr. COBB, who has been a self -etyled. private investigator 
» for 2§ years. He has a brother, LL0Y1/\C0BB, who is a wealthy attorney and who V; 
represented the WILL LAM G. HELIS interests in S ell Orl eans " AL7IN .4= COBB was an 
independent candidate against Mayor deLESSEFS STTMORRISOS-in the last mayoralty 
race, being a self-styled Dixiecrat candidate, and the Dixiecrats openly dis- 
avowed sponsoring him. He received approximately 4,000 votes out of approximately ? 
300,000 votes cast, and his limited campaign over radio and public address system 
consisted primarily of attacks on Mayor MORRISON and advocating a strong "white 
supremacy" vote. He is the subject of a closed case in this office entitled » . •;■ 
"AL7IN A.._C^BBj_mraRSONAT ION,» New Orleans File J*7t1223. Recent New Orleans 
newspaper "public i'ty~In" cormecilon "with"t^e~I^r'thcoming hearings by the Kefauver 
Committee states that A LVIMJoO BB has been seen at the Committee headquarters 
and had stated that he had conducted considerable investigation on behalf of 
the Kefauver Committee. 

By appointment, Mr. COBB visited this office on January 20, 1951, and 
talked at great length concerning his past experiences . He said that since hi3 
defeat in the mayoralty race, he has made five trips to Washington to confer with 
various Senators and other officials concerning crime conditions in New Orleans, 
and for the purpose of exposing Mayor MORRISON as an associate of the criminal 
element. He states he has sent many telegrams to President TRUMAN and Attorney 
General McGRATH, as well as to the Bureau. He says that at present he is "com- 
pletely broke" and owe3 Western Union $1|£.00 for telegrams. COBB rambled on at 
great length on general conditions in New Orleans, strongly criticizing Mayor \ 
MORRISON and the New Orleans Police Department. He Indicated that he has been'V*^* 
in contact with investigators of the Kefauver Committee and had last visited^ ** 
.their headquarters on the date of his visit to this office. He stated. that Mr.. 
DOWNEY RICE, legal advisor^ pas now "mad at hip" and would not advise^im" of v' 
the identities ofn^ii j&rsons to be subpoenaed by the Committee, despite the' V v 
fact that COBB nad jareffiojsly furnished considerable information to RICE. COBB 
further advised RICF-tjs. hesitated to furnish further information because the"-*"' 
girl secretary for'^hrxlommittee in New Orleans is also the secretary of the 
so-called New Orleans Grime jContfrLssioif, which was appointed by Mayor MORRISON, 
and 'is also the Secretary for GASBA^rGULLOTTA, self-styled Mayor of Bourbon 
Street in the New Orleans ( Fp^hchiyuarter, whom COBB describes as a racketeer. 
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Jfi% if.fCoofr 
2520 Marengo Street 
few Orisons, Louisiana 

Dear Mr* Cobbt 



STfclo ac*now2edy« receipt 0/ foil* ietegrxm 

dated January 7, 1951, furnishing the text ej ' your ? 
co»«unicotton to Sowitor Xefauver* \. 



«• v • 



1/ tAor* <« <n/orswtio« in your possession 
indicating a violation of a Tederal lam within the 
investigative Jurisdiction of this Bureau, you may desvfe =5 
to furnith the detatle to Mr, J, V, Lope*, Special AgenV 

in Charge of our Sew Orleans Office, 130G Masonic Temple 
Building, New Orleans IP, Louisiana* ***" 



Sincerely your; 

John Edgar So otter 
Director 



.... 



cc - Jf«» Orleans 




0$ incoming) 





j4Iytn ^. Cobb is mention&'i jfVi &?fj£ feKz^no Crime Survey-report 
of October 15, 1959, as a private detective and a one time 

candidate for mayor of #"feni (OMiea>na:3?itff& 1949 he furnished 
information to local newspap&rsi) concerning handbook operations 
in the city of New Orleans x( ^^^33^61 pg 142), Be sent 

a telegram to the Bureau fn Sept ' 194W" one em ing local crime 
and vice and requested Burefu assistance and mas advised 
there appeared to be no violation within the jurisdiction 
of the FBI. (62-32509-3gY). In 1941 he was the sub J of an 
Impersonation case injghich pros edition was declined, (47-2162?) 

-i'.JA# fcSjSSt' fr.-/ 

Jot tBSVt EBlffwrnJ k ■ ' S - / 
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v V Mi Gloria ■ — 
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NEW ORLEANS LA JAN 7 
^/'EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR FBI 




THIS IS A COPY OF THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT TO- US 
SENATOR ESTES KEFAUVER SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASHINGTON . 
DC. QUOTE 

STILL WAITING FULFILLMENT PROMISES MADE BY YOU AND 
OTHERS CONNECTED WITH CRIME COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CONTACT OF 
INVESTIGATORS STOP HAVE LIST OF WITNESSES AS WELL AS RECORDS 
TO PROVE EFFORTS BY MAYOR MORRISON TO DECEIVE CRIME COMMISSION 

WITH TEMPORARY LAST MINUTE REFORM WAVE IN THIS CITY WHICH IS 

fir- " 

SECOND TO NONE IN THE NATION FOR C/IME, VICE AND GRAFT INFECTED 
RACKETS STOP CAN PROVE OPERATION OF STRONG ARM AND POLICE 
PROTECTED RACKETS INCLUDING ONE OPERATED WITH GAMBLING 
MACHINES DISTRIBUTED HERE THROUGH MEANS OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE, 
A SAID RACKET WAS SPONSORED AND IS CONDONED BY MAYOR MORRISON 
STOP I HAVE RECORDS, WITNESSES AND OTHER EVIDENCE SUFFICIENT TO 
PROVE THAT MAYOR DELESSEPS MORRISON REQUIRES YOUR ATTENTION 
MORE THAN THE MUCH ADVERTISED AND PUBLICIZED NOTORIOUS ~ , 1 

RECORDED - U»£ J / * V / - ' 

OfjLEANS J 




CHARACTERS WHO DO NOT OPERATE 

MORRISONS ACTIVITIES CAUSEj) Tifc"BT&Tti OFrj|pJgRg^ COMMISSION 
WHEN HE WAS SEEKING GLORY ANDyPUBL I C I TT BY CLAIMING CRIME WAS 
AT ITS PEAK IN THIS AND 0TH8E CITIES 
END 1. 




. . j 




si 



..1 




Orleans, louietam '•-^awfe*-^* v ^--v ' *™ »*■■■*.•<■ v*K-i< ' 



Itoar Jfr, Cot>&* 

1W i*I*^rcm of S&p^&ber is, 1049, 
has been received and a revt** of the inforna- ^ 
tton you related fails to r4£t*ct any natter 
within the tnvestigatioe jurisdiction •/ *h* v«s* 
FBI* It ts suggested that you nay wtoh it ■■■ t . 
contact the Attornoy Oenefal $f your *tat§ fit •■. •'. 
that regard* 

In the event you have additional data 

in your possession pertaining to the vtolatton * 
of u Federal law inveatigatod by this organisa- v~ 
tton plearc furnish complete ostitis to Ifr. Pe^cy" 
Wyl]Js Special Agent in Charge of our J*<?tf Orleans 
Office, 1300 Vasonie Tenple Building, Nev 
Orleans 13, Louisiana* 




X 



Sincerely your*, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



X 

m 




3*- 



1*1<1 

ci«re 

Olirin 

Ros«n_ 
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NEW ORLEANS LA SEP 22 194-9 

HON J EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
CAN FURNISH SUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO CONVINCE YOU THAT 
"COSTELLA NIGHTMARE" IS A SMOKE SCREEN F8R GRAFT INFECTED 
GAMBLING RACKETS, VICE AND WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC THAT FLOURISHES 
IN NEW .ORLEANS WITH KNOWLEDGE OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO 
| DECEIVE AND APPEASE THE PUBLIC WITH TOKEN RAIDS. I CAN . 
ENLIGHTEN YOU ON THE CAMPAIGN FUND SYSTEM PRACTICED BY THE 
VOICE THAT CRIES FOR YOUR HELP TO CRUCIFY COSTELLO. OTHER 
J THAN DESIRING GOOD GOVERNMENT I AM NOT INTERESTED IN - 
| POLITICS. IF YOU WANT TO PROVE THAT CRIME DOES NOT PAY i 
BELIEVE I CAN MAKE IT POSSIBLE. AS A CITIZEN REQUESTING 
RELIEF ON BEHALF OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS FOR THE ELIMINATION 
OF POLITICAL GANGSTERISM THAT SEE':S T^ DESTROY OUR NATION I 
f WAIT UPON YOUR PERSONAL REPLY RECORDED - 101 yv , ~, # J A r 7 

,1 5 ROBIN STWDOJED ■ 1» f H',.}^- 
tA$A SEP zy. 

K 



ALVIN^COBp. 








WU 3 SHEET 2 



AND THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WAS NEEDED TO HELP 
ERADICATE SAME STOP tHIS HONOR NOW FEARS AN INVESTIGATION HERE 
UNLESS SAME CONCERNS ONLY OUT OF TOWN CHARACTERS WHO HE USES 
AS A SMOKE SCREEN AND SCAPEGOAT STOP I HAVE THE EVIDENCE TO 
PROVE THAT VERY CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF MAYOR MORRISON ARE 
NOTORIOUS OUTLAW CHARACTERS ONE OF WHOM IS A GANGSTER CRIMINAL 
WHO SERVED THREE PENITENTIARY TERMS AND WHO HAS BEEN KEPT ON 

CITY PAYROLL CONTRARY TO CIVIL SERVICE DURING LAST FIVE YEARS 

9 ... 

IY MAYOR MORRISON STOP I HAVE MADE MORE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CRIME 
COMMISSION THAN ANY OTHER CITIZEN THEREFORE I ASK THAT AN OPEN 
HEARING BE HELD HERE IN NEW ORLEANS AND THE GUILTY EXPOSED AND 
PUNISHED STOP IF YOU REALLY WANT TO STIMULATE DEMOCRACY WITH 
TRUTH -JUSTICE AND HONEST GOVERNMENT CONTACT ME !N THE NEAR 
FUTUR E AS I AM AT YOUR SERVICE WITHOUT LIMITATIONS UNQUOTE 
ALV1N A COBB 

711A JAN 8. 



/ 




Dear Ifr. Jonwi 



. X have for eetocaOedgmnt your telegram f£J|*i$ *f # la ufci^ 
you furnished Information to this Bureew. The lftte*wt to* e<wrtfsy wWo* 
pro«pt«d you to ©all thi* emtter to ay attention are indeed i^pa-eclated. 



The Fsdaral Bureau of Investigation la UMLtM to V ~. 

of violation* of Federal statutes. Since the sub jsct aetter of your telegrss, 
•ppeeri to be a locel violation, I regret that this Bureau ean take m action 
under the circumstances. I would suggeet that you way with to discuss thij 
oaae with the appropriate V*m Orleans eity ©ffielalay ^, 

Should you receive information which you believe to be a aitter of*,;; 
interest to this Bureau, ploase feel free to c o s wun i o ste with Sr. 0* E. Weeks, 
Special Agent in Charge of our Sew Orleans Field Division, 1308 Xasonie Temple 
Building, Hew Orleans 12, Louisiana. 

Sincerely yours, 



/ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



CC - New Orleans (With copy .of incoaing) 



Lr . To 1 son . 

la-. E. k. Tanaa_ 



It. Hereon 
ill". Perj-.lngtcn_ 
iSr. ftuir.r. Tajnr_ 
lr. Neaae 
V.laa Oandy- 



COMMUNtGfiOiwb atUiuii 



Kr. CUB. i 

l£r. oi&vin f n r, JU-~. 

IS-. HIchoTa^ 

li-. Sown 

Kr. Tracy 

ti-, Carson 

Or. E»ar, 

lr. Ournea 

D". KarSo 



U MAY 8 
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NEWORLEANS LA APR 25 1946 
E HOOVER, FBI 

ON APRIL 24 ABOUT 9:00 AM DICI^PINKS OR© I NARY SEAMAN WHO 
JUST SIGNED OFF. THE SS WILLIAM HARPER, -OF WATERMAN S3 GORP 
WAS ROBBED OF OVER 4l 50,00 NEAR MACKS -BAR • ON CANAL ST- HERE 
IN N.O. ABOUT 11:00 AM I TOOK HIM TO THE GREYHOUND BUS ■ 
TAT I ON TO GO HOME BEING TOO DRUNK TO RIDE THE BUS I TOOK 
HE DISPATCHERS ADVICE AND HAD HIM SENT TO THE FIRST PRECINCT 
POLICE STATION TO SOBER UP, AT THE TIME HE WENT TO THE POLICE 
STATION HE HAD FIFTEEN DOLLARS IN CASH IN HIS SEAMAN WALLET* 
WHEN HE LEFT IT WAS NOT THERE. ILL SWEAR TO THE LAST IT WAS 
J THERE WHEN HE WAS PICKED UP BY THE POLICE, IT OFTEN HAPPENS 
0< | HERE FROM WHAT I HAVE HEARD OTHER SEAMEN SAY. CANT THE 
^ | GOVERNMENT DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS ROTTEN CITY, THE CITY 
j OFFICIALS SEEM TO BE VERY SLACK. MR SPINKS WAS WONDERING WHY 
| HE BOTHERED WITH BEING IN THE ARMY IN THE PACIFIC FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS IF THIS IS THE FREEDOM FROM FEAR HE WAS 

FIGHTING FOR. I WONDER TOO AS ONE OF THE HAND FULL OF f-^ 

f ■ 

SEAMAN THAT WAS BLOOD VEIN OF THIS WAR I'LL STILL FIGHT 
ALTHOUGH IT IS DISGUSTING AT T I MES ^ ANY ^AY I CAN HOPE 
CONTACT ME AT 1415 ESPLANADE AVE W$^^ypUjFQ2+ WHAT. ~ ' 




YOU CAN DO 



CLYDE H)Ws ' jf' ^ ^ ' 

705A APk 26 



Or 

24 3:00 AM SS *150.00 11:00 AM 1415.. 
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gondhelmer, Loulei*na, 

January £5, 1945 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 



i->: 



I see a lot in the papers about drafting labor. 
I am a laborer - I farm and work inn a defense plant during 
seasons. I am willing to be drafted if need be but I would 
to be drafted and have all the racketeers and gamblers left 

at home to prey on my friends snd family. We have a lot of 
fine yound men in the army now who have gone off to fight 
and die for a bunch of gamblers and racketeers who are 
getting rich off the poor folks at home. 

I am a family man and have six children. I want 
to raise them in a decent community. Out community is 
running over with professional gamblers and racketeers who 
ought to be producing something or fighting for their 
country. 

I think it is high time tha.t something be done to 
stop this preying on the publie. Our local enforcement 
officials are being paid off er are professional gamblers 
themselves and there is no hope of their helping us. The 
poor people are being exp2>4ited on every hand by the 
racketeers and by the landlords who charge 25$ interest 
and miike big charges for overhead exne«!&es. ^i/C/v* • 

HECOKD3ED & ^tf^^S^OJ- 33c 

I can show you and will be willing to?]loint* out 
to your man as many as 200 able bodied ffcinj^fhg^gf 5 doing 
nothing but run gambling dives, -^§D%6r and dijse^ games, 



slot machines und the .like. These men an 
the country are going to be the cause of ... 
on the home front even if our armies are ' 
battle field. 




r like, all over 
osing the war 
winners on the 



Please investigate and do something about the 
gamblers and racketeers in this section and ansv.er this 
letter, rici.ce. > 



J 
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Yours truly, 
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federal Sur|f|f« ft 
flmtcfc State* B^artmettt of luatfe* 
SHasljingtan, 
October 9, 1943 




Tolio* ^ 

Mr. CofHj 

Mr. Gl»ria 
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MEMORANDUM FOB 



THE DISSCTQR 




Beahm. 
to Miss Gandy 

0/ 



SAC Guerin phoned Mr. Pennington relative 
the declaration of Martial Law by governor Samjffone* 
Louisiana in Plaquemines Pari3h this morning* > 

It appears that for acne tine there has been con- 
siderable argument between the Governor and Parish Authorities 
over the Governor's appointment of Walter J^Blaise_ as Sheriff* 
The Governor r e contention is that he has the power to appoint 
a sheriff to fill an existing vacancy. Parish authorities 
contend that a sheriff should be elected. 

Mr. Guerin stated the Governor has taken just about 
as much as he can and this Horning 31 trucks loaded with 
Louisiana State Guard proceeded to the barricade placed at 
the entrance to the Parish. In addition, Mr. Guerin has been 
informed that the Guard has sent out a flanking party to enter 
the Parish from the rear. According to Mr. Guerin it looks 
very much as if there will be actual fighting. in the attempt to 
place Sheriff Blaise in office. 




Respectfully, 
a. Rosen 



RECORDED & INBfEXED 
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Sew Orleans* X-ouis 
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RE I K2W OBLSAIS PQUCS ^^RtM8ltt 



Dear Sin 



In ordar that the Bureau, will bo curraotlor inferno* aa to the condition* * 
which presently exist concerning th« Hew Orleans Police' Department, I aa out- 
lining har&in certain data which has been prepared by ae for this purpose,, v 



:<■ T. 



I know that the Bureau has over a period of years received Information 
from various sources as to the slot-machines and gambling activities which hare - 

been permitted to operate in the city of Herr Orleans and also as to the alleged 
connection of different police officials with these rackets. It can be said in x 
this connection, that the same conditions generally are no* in existence notwith- . 
standing considerable agitation and efforts to correct engendered by editorials 
and news articles appearing In local newspapers, A few weeks ago. Sir, GECKOS , 
SSTBRj the Superintendent of Police, asserted in response to an inquiry* "I have 
no evidence of any gambling going on* In Sew Orleans, which statement brought "r" 
about a wave of protest and the subsequent publication of photographs of gambling V 
houses in operation. Although the great majority of well known houses of prostitu- 
tion were closed about a year ago upon instructions of the United States Ar»y 
authorities, it is known that some call house* are still In operation in addition 5 
to the number of girls who operate out of honky tonka and beer joints and similar o 
places of 111 repute. * § 



In connection with the gambling s i til* ti^-i 
tained that one of the most recent and common methods of circumventing regula- 
tions pertaining to dice and card gaaes is the establishment of a club which 
entities' the meabers to engage in such games of ohance. It is also known that 
the bookraaklng establishments and race track betting places operate under 
police protection, and as a matter of fact, two detectives, naselyt JONS MRRA- 
DAT and H3NSI LU?HJi&3, are reported to ajst as collectors for Captain 5. I. 
DeLAfTg who is in charge of the First Precinct Police Station. Captain HENRI 
ASSET, attached to the headquarters of the Police Department, is considered as s\ 

.~~»*»# .^iiw-tiunw "HP*< jLii yti^ i ii rji~ j I i iii >■ ■■i« l ^n > ;' y ;t I^JI"" '• • 

ceives flO.CO weekly from a smayr "bookie 
as described herein- is iiot known. 
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Director, ^ffifffe*' . W 

Sc*e aonth* ago. the Louisiaa* State Polics operating under the apeeifl* 
Instructions of Governor SAS .JCWSS entered Orleans Pariah (city «f lew Or lean*} 
for the purpose of conducting investigation* and Making a series of raids of 

.for >uch a .s^;$y»ij^ , 



source of *ft*3nKBw*<Wtt* Mpttfflf^ 
bv the State PoUcoVs ftWfcHTljstiitet^lw^ 



by the State Police i was f«ffl»iiii Iwaehedv, 
' ■". thai the ne*ber* of, that >*gft&lsati^ M^M^-^mk&W^M- 
%' the parents previously afforded only to th* of *•* Orleans <3*y : . fe, 

«f. Police pspart«snt# It" is also, frown th*V<fcp>^ <?OHN DeAR^OW) of the toutsiana 
■ ■ ' State Police W eoo*e<{uen&ly eased out of hi* position and finally j»l*a**d ' ■ * 
froa the SUto F©1&* because o| hi* acceptance of f^|i»s^ frp d^owi* 4^3 ? 
; bier* in this <A.tr* f * ^tfJf-X--:* ■ :. 

r \ 1 As an exaaple of the luet which 'the' aA^orifar'of th« S*w Orleans Polios "^v*"^ 
■>■'..' t*partrr=ent are iiSibued with, it ba^ .b^eA l«arnB^^r<^' : oai wtljCXB. H0i|t9S« " .Tb*»ajr#'; £T 
who peddles watermelons on ths corner of Broad and Calliope Streets, Rew Or- 
leans, that each evening a Motorcycle patroiaatf drives by and collects ii.Ofi 
froa him which allegedly is turned over fe «&• Captain of the twelfth Precinct. 
This la not, of course, any parent for any legal privilege, but ttOFSS is per- 
mitted to park Ma truck off the sidewalk into the weeds and then places a few - 
watermelons alongside thr. street which is neither u;;ed for driving or for 
pedestrian purposes. 

The patrolaen in the downtown sections and also in the outlying districts 

have knowledge of the gambling establishments which are now in operation today, 
end an agent recently In contacting a patfvlaaa in oonnoetion with official 
business hid displayed to hli a ticket on a race which the office*, in qpestlod 
had received in connection with a winning beVJie bad placed* 



The employees of the lfew Orleans Police Departoent have for aany years 
received salaries which are reputed to be the lowest of any large police de- 
partment in the entire United States, I a* quoting the salary schedule belowi 

Patrolman 1152*00 per month 

Serjeants of Frecln*t Stations * 160.00 per month 

Lieutenants of Precinct Station 170,00 per month 

• Detectives '/-> ; - % 183.00 per month 

Lieutenant of Detectives 191.00 per month 

C»«t»in- ' ' 214.00 per month 

; . ...... ; 

Frons the above flares, howevsr, there is a 1&£ deduction which was placed 
into effect in 1932, and *hich has not been reinstated. As a result a police- 
man today receives appr <^x iaa tsj^ C137 per month as his base pay, Froa this sua 



Director, FBI s August 2j t i?4j 

sizeable deductions are made such as * 5% sua for a pension and retirement fund, 
la addition, ths H«tM7 fax dttafctoaj^^ 
also certain D^Utic^. rf e^ontrl^tions. 

poses which add WIS *»ioh is deduct sd tmM^W^^^^ P^^^ 

offlcsr. It is noted, therefors, that the btntonlhly l&ary ehock ''df * 'oairoJL-' 

man is actuaUy less than- $50*00, and J^jslf * dmjfc4«tif*4s-^^ |&^f|fe 

Since the advent of war and ths definite increased cost of living, ssiny ; 
employees of the police department hate sought additional lncomo through extra soflt ... 
and odd Jobs, The exact number of such employees is not definitely known althouga : " 
the Information available reflects that more than of thea havs found employment ! 
at Delta Shipyards, Higgins Industries, Inc., or at Todd Jcfcoooo's .Pry Docks, aad 3 
many as taxi-cab drivers. It is known that such jobs havs been obtained with tkir : ?' 
full knowledge< and approval of the Superintandsnt «f fogies and As a matter of 
fact, he furnishes a letter to the police officer who Is desirous of obtaining 
additional work. It has been reported that the Superintendent Of Police has stated 
that of coarse if the officer performs his duties for the police department, as 
objection can be made if he is anxious to securs outside employment. It it knoiaV * 
though that many of the officers leave their shifts earlier than the usual quitting 
tlss* and obviously, if they work on other Jobs for either four or eight hoar 
periods, thslr efficiency in connection with their police department jobs is 
necessarily effected. 

A number of the New Orleans Pollcs Department representatives arm -•• 

permanently assigned to local business houses, places of amusement, railroad 
stations, etc., and are paid by those business institutions although they are 
directly connected with the police department, for example, a Lieutenant of 
Police, and a patrolman are assigned to the Roosevelt Hotel and are paid by that 
firm. Another is assigned to a bank whereas anothsr police officer la in attend- 
ance at the telephone company at all timas s It will be rsc&lled that la ■ for* 
letter to the Bureau from this office under date of August 6, 1943, information 
was set forth Indicating that as of June 30, 1943, there were 840 police employees 
In the police department. It was further indicated that in ths eighteen month 
period preceding June 1943, 168 Individuals had separated themselves from ths 
service wtleh is approximately nine employees per month. 

tHiring the past few weeks, a rather large number of crimes Including 
hold-ups and robberies have taken place in the city of Hew Orleans, and on 
August 24, 1943, District Attorney J. BERNARD COCKE, In an open letter to the 

Superintendent of Police, called his attention to the steady rise of crimes 
during the past year. It was indicated tlaSt ths records showed that from July 
15, 1943, to August 18, 1943, there had been reported to the Sew Orleans Polios 

Department, 57 hold-ups and robberies and a survey further revealed that of the 
above-mentioned number of crimes, jftght were committed by white men, two by 
color unknown and the remaining-fi^T crimes were perpetrated by negroes. Of the 
57 reported hold-ups, the' reqgfFda showed that ten were followed by arrests while 
in 47 robberies, no arrests«lttsre raade. The records also indicate that a number 
of the victims suffered bi^atings from the hands of the hold-up men. A reorganiza- 
tion of the police department was called for by the District Attorney who incident- 

~ 3 ~ 1 /! 



ally has been at odds with the police department over «. period of years. Th* 
Superintendent ©f Police GEMS RETEI baa been away on a vacation sinca he 
completed his visit to the Convention of tho International Association of Chief* 
of Police at Detroit, Michigan, sea* weeks ago, *.""'"" r 

, i{r -. £ . jath fttrto ref erenco ^STj|*Tlntej*d*nt of JoUe^GSp^pm Infos* 
iatt<m nas W f ec^lod tfef ** ffPSrJ*S falH& 
becanao ttie Utter does not vent to** < ^Wfn¥^ttlF$ l » «S» of belni'^r 
compelled to &kt another selection >«ew^»'«t' feMNtaft eleeti^-l* 
words, he would necessarily alienate the supporters of the unsucoessfal candidate* 
for the position of Superintendent of Police, It la also fcnown Chat about 'a year 
and a half ago. Superintendent BST3B suffered a stroke In his office and as a •*>•?;, 
result hie Illness has been prolonged. There have been report* that tETSM he* >• 
attempted to resign on different occasions but has always been persuaded to " 
sain in office by Mayor MAESTRI, Sis office hours are to his own making and very 
seldom can he be reached in the afternoon hours and then only from Tuesday to 
Saturday, A Captain of Police has confidentially advised an agent of this office 
that Superintendent RETER is suffering from a condition of paresis and la really 
hot physically capable of handling the duties of Superintendent of folic* of the ' 
elty of Hew Orleans, In his absence, the office is administered by Captain JAMBS 
J. PURC2LL, who, according to the same informant, is not sufficiently conversant 
with the many duties and problems tho Superintendent has to contend with outside 
of his office, ■'. _ t %< . 

Chief of Detectives JOM GROSCH has been holding that position for a 
number of years but he ia not believed to have any particular ability as an offi- 
cer other than the success he has obtained by using undarworld informants and 
third degree methods. It is believed that any results which CROSCfl nay have 
accomplished have been due to his "trading" activities with members of the under- 
world by means of favoring those who are useful to him.. At the present time, 
he lives in a home worth approximately twenty-fit* thousand dollars located on 
Canal Boulevard in Mew Orleans, Information has been received from the same 
Captain of Police that Chief GROSCH is considered absolutely irresponsible and 
is worthless as a witness in the courts of lew Orleans because his isord under 
oath ia no longer accepted. 

Chief GROSCH himself has indicated that he has about thirty detectives 
in his office who are absolutely irresponsible and "too dumb" to be depended 
upon. Of course, it might be indicated, too, that CROSCH , s statements may be 
mada for the purpose of serving as an excuse for certain omissions, careless- 
ness, or failures lh connection with the functioning of his own department. 

One individual against whom no unfavorable or derogatory Comments are 
ever heard is Assistant Chief of Detectives JOHN J. JACKSON, Sr., who is In 
charge of the Auto Theft S^aad of the Sew"Orleans Police Department. He is the 
father of Captain JOHN J. JACKSON, Jr., MPA, who is handling the Internal Security 

Unit of the Police Department worlds on cases assigned to that organization by 
this office. Their names, howevajf, . were mentioned in local news articles recently 
when considerable consent*- were^OTfered concerning the number of relatives of 
hi£h~ranklng police officialjf^who hold positions of importance in the police 
deLarteer.t. In this connection, it is stated that five of Superintendent 



Director, ML 




RSYSE's relative* hold position* of importancs \» tk» police department aod 
are referred to as oe.nber* of the "Royal family ■ - -s -^ar^isr -4 5*^^ 



of H e w Orleans are satisfied idih the operation of the few Orleans Police Da** 
partmeht. They otter the sasewhat shallow explanation that the polica dWVM^ 
eent must be all right "became there have bee* no large major serious crimes 

committed in this city. It is not believed, www, thai the absence ef fawl 'f T 
violent crises can be attributed to any great extent to the accoaplialwtent* » ^ ^ 
efforts of the Bew Orleans Police Department* The geographic location of tht 
city is such that more than the normal aatount «f alfficalty would be e*perienc«4 
in attempting a get-away as there are but a few roads leading out 0* the city !; y 
which could be blocked with not too much trouble. Then, too, the cooperation • 
of certain police officials with "big-tine" gambl*** racketeers by permitting 
the* to have a free hand in their operations is also of assistance in keeping 
outsiders from carrying on any illegal operations here and also in waking knows 
information as to the identity of such outsider* imo say commit crimes of 
violence. Such condition*, of course, wuld be known to the members of the 
underworld and ml^ht attempt to discourage them from comitting major crime* in 
the city. I would certainly minimise any amount of credit which might be given 
to the Sew Orleans folice Department as the members are undoubtedly of an , 
inferior caliber than will be found in any city in the country comparable in 
sise to Htw Orleans. The officers are lackadaisical in the performance of their 
duties, not too careful in the matter of neatness and all In all not the type 
of individual which will be found in other large cities. 

The above data are being made available to the Rireau for information 
purposes and will be added to from time to time as developments warrant* 




Very truly yours, 



H- 4. GUSRIM 
SAC 
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Chatrodn • • '• 
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flie Attorney Central of the United 
States hoe brought to ay attention your letter 
of Xzy 19, !C*i3. together with a copy of t*» 
resolution of *s* -cw Or I eon ff Iffnfafcrial 0fe|$ft< 

T do want you to *nc» ttflt T mder- 
stand the thoughts tskioh prompted you to «rlt* 
as i'eu efftf, and I have requested the Special 
Agent in (Tharge 0/ our Sea Orleans field Office 
to cosmunlccte toith you concerning ihts natter* 

nth best vtshe* and-xtnd regards, 

Sincerely your 9, 
4* fiagax ttwi«« 



Mr. Tol«ofl__ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr cu« oe "~^ ev} Orleans: It is desired that an experienced Agent 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. Ladd. 

Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Bosen 

Mr. Tracy 



ci ege pg " new vrxeangt ji is aeair.ea xnav an experienced Agent 
• coffe ^ U° ur office ivmedtately communicate with Jtr. Solnes for y. 
Giavii fay. i nformation he may have indicating violations over whicW 



aw^ftove jurisdiction 



Mr. Cars on 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. McGuire^ 
Mr. Mura£ord_ 
Mr. Piper 



Mr. Qui an Tamm__ 
Mr. Neaae 
Mita Candy fy> 

5 8JUN9 1943 




fodpy of incoming attached. 
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J. J ty, 
Pr< .ident 



H. S. RHtrr, 
Treasurer 



Vlcr-Pret. 
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E. S. LoUpcic! 
Secretary 
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Memberi-at-Large of 
Executive Committee 

J. S. Lend 
J. L. Jackson 



New Orleans Ministerial Union 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
_ 

: T *y 19, 1943 
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Committees 

PROGRAM 

W. R. Vivrctt, Chairman 



The Honorable Francis 31ddle 
United States Attorney 



T>e sr Sir: 



The enclosed is a copy of paper unanimously adopted by' the 

MEMBERSHIP 

N.H.Mtibert.chmrmKi Few Or leans Klaisterial Union, representing thousands of our test oit- 



SOCIAL BETTERMENT 
W. W. Holmts, Chsirmsu 

RELIGIOUS WORK 
A. J. Srhcrcr, Chairman 

HOSPITAL 

C. V. Cook, Jr., Chairman 

FINANCE 

H. T. Whaley, Chairman 



isens. It is sent to you as the Chief of Law Enforcement in our coun- 
try. 

For two years we have tried to aecure law enforcar-ent through 
our local officials. T?e hare failed, Every forin of eomr.ierci&l gambling 
and other forms of vice are run wide open in defiance of all law and 
decency. The situation here is really alarming. It ia anarchy. It 
would appear that the larr enforcement officers are tied up with the 
law violators. Unless all signs are wholly misleading we are in the 
grir of one of the worst official r&cKets. 

Tew Orleans is one of the great cities of the South. It is 
Ee&e—uarters ;or a&ey of our war' activities. Thousands of Service Men 
cue' cone this way. 1'an-- cf them are robbed in low liquor dives and 
tackling houses or cursed v.ith venereal dise&ees through coraaarcjfj 

.-V ..1 . . , / . . - 

„ ■ >■ i v ■ & 6^^/ 
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"e resiectfullj' regse&t *ou to :,r;,er such'eteis V< 
J -' r: bvJhtox a^::cies tha 

Thar.l^pl you, wc sre- 




2-ew Orleans ITir 



•.vi, 1 .. e 



The foilowlnc was unr niraously afiop1»d:j*j tt»e lew Orleans Hlnlsterial Union 
on May 3, 194S» •* 

Appoafleraant and illly-dallytfls; til law enforcement has brought a condition la 
Sew Orleans, Jefferson Parish and some other section* *f Louisiana that la unspeak- 
ably deplorable, the worst thing about It In not the lawlessness itsslf, as had as 
that is, hut it 1p the inor easing disrespect for oar local goveraraont and law eal 
forcement officers. Such a condition hroeda disloyalty and anarchy and la a portend 
of worse days to oome. It -would appear that the law enforcement department, with 
some notable except ions, has much no re concern In protecting crime and the criminal 
than in seeing that lawlessness is Justly punished and stressed and that tat 
rights of the people under the law are conserve*. 

Ibe Tioe situation in How Orleans and Jefferson Pariah has long "been notorious— 
a detriment io the city's growth and prosperity, And now when our country Is at 
war and Sew Orleans has becoraB head quarters for .many of our training oamps, and 
many of our war industries are located here, and thousands of our Service Hen are 
pssBing this way, we find that the City and tha adjoining pariah of Jefferson 
have become veritable oesB pools of iniquity and flagrant lawlessness. Great "Jfcnte 
Carlo" ganfeling houses ere wide open and run unmolested. Other fonas of gantoling 
such as bookies, lotteries, pin ball, slot machines and many other kind of mechan- 
ic al garbling device* are much In evidence in publlo places- by the road Bide, in 
night clubs, saloons and elsewhere. In many of these place* women are employed 
to sell and distribute liquor drinks in violation of law and in encouragement to 
pro a tit tit ion. The condition is wholly bad and is growing worse. We have e:a- 
hausteu every resource in our efforts to get relief through local auth oritiea. 
Wq have befin peticr*, persistent and long-suffering. The official set up bo cms 
to be so tied In ^ith crime for aonetary gain or political power that Just and 
democratic coveriMGnt through suc^o^ffieinls is impossible. Tho crl mo syndi- 
cate is composed of c or^>arat Uf^Iy fow in number, ana yot thi3 few, abetted and 
protected by corrupt officials, ie dominating the city and la auvertislne Her? 
Orleans as one of the most wicked cities In tho world. Do r.vnCer that thiB 

C OPIES ftKST&'JIiJJ / : 
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beautiful city with 10 many natural advantage* hat lagged la tt* growth and prosperity 
while other c it lea not so favorably looated hw# forged ahead. Tour Soolal Better- 
ment Coamitteo asks your approval of the following latter as ...•.„.:•.: 
A letter to Honorable franc is Biauie, Dhlted State* Attorney, ealllng hie attention 
to the flagrant law violation* In Sew Or lean* and Jefferson Pariah and the refusal 
of the looal lair enforcement of fleera to take any set Ion. A letter to the Bo no rail* 
Baal HcButt, War Han Bjwer Conralssioner concerning the large masher of men 6xA 
women needed in f ar seiriee who are now engaged ta illegal docnpations, A letter 
to the Chairman of Senate Coram It toe charged with duty of looking after moral •oar 
dltiona around service canpa. A letter to the 0,?JU Concerning ration Cards for 
gasoline used "by private oar a and taxis in the patronage of gaamllng Joint* on the 
outskirts of city and in Jefferson Pariah* A letter to the Foreaaa of Grand 3fer|*# 
in Orleans and Jefferson Parishes calllnc their attention to these flagrant lav 
violations end asking for action. A letter to the Superintendent of the Louisiana 
Moral and Civic foundation asking for tha support of the Stato-wide organization for 
law enforcement. Tour Social Betterment Committee would ask further for your approv- 
al of Protest Mr as Meetings, if found necessary* 



vf. B. I. Washington T ). <3. 



.... «2sSt. 



„-Dear Sirs. 



I want to make an appeal to som4 one in Washington to make an 
investigation here in our city in regard the gambling houses. 



■far- 



It you knew the waste of money surely something could he done 
to stop it , there are three large gambling houses within a block 
of each other ? with dice tables^ roulette tables^ keno games and 
slot machines, these places are packed with people, young and old 
every night and the money that is thrown away in these places 
is terrible, 

I cant understand why these places are allowed to operate when 
our government needs men, young and old to help win this war , I 
see young healthy men standing behind those dice and roulette 
tables taking peoples money , money that should be spent for war 
bonds, thousands of dollars a night, I know if Washington would 
step in to help us close these places Uncle Sam would be thous 
ands of dollars ahead in war bonds. 

I am just a citizen, but I know what»is going on ,th;ese men that 
operate these places cant be real american citizens or they would 
want to close and let the money that is spent there go to help 
win this war. 

There are hundreds of cars parked at these places each night, 
taxis bringing people ,and taxis parked there to take them home, 
if they have enouhg money left to get home, 

This is without a doubt the mo3t lawless city in the TJ. S. and 
I think it is time Washington stepped in to help, 

I understood people were'nt supposed to waste gas and rubber to 
go to places of amusement. 

Surely something should be done to stop this waste of money 
when our country needs* so much to win this war. 




A. Citizen 

f 
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; 0*V I* Ten* City 
37th Iteadquartera Baas 

Aray Air Base 84N^ ? ^WM^ttfl£li 
Kew Orleans Aray Air' " 




D©ar Kr. Stringfieldt 

This will actaowled** receipt «flSa§S^ 
dated October 24, 1942, lihlch «3r4H6- «3^)e»^^<^w«ti#^?i^- T 
Andrew H. Hatschner. ,,. .„ ^ £ * :^V4 , 4 ; -U , , l ^ ' & 

the facte reported lu jour conaunicatldA do" •-•< V '-- ;v r< "'^ 
not concern a natter coming within the scope of this 
Bureau's activities and for that reason it is not possible 
to be of assistance. 




' if 



Mr. Tolion , 

Mr. E. A. T«mm 

Mr, Clegg 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichola 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr . Quinn Tamm 

Mr . Nease 

Mies Gandy 



It is suggested, hewer**,' 
to call this matter to the attention of the' !>?uislan»"st*t# 
Liquor Board, Kev Orleans, Louisiana* '' '^JfiftS'" 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



CC - New Orleans 



< j\ V: ' A •' ■ ED IS J. 






After. 



.4&y», r»tnra to 



HE"W O&LEASB, LA. 




lis* 




... 




ad . e. 







■ - /> 

AT 



EMMET ALPHA" I -.^L^W, ., 

»HOWf RAYMOND 7B04 " >J - 



JEW OKLEAN1 



July, 17, 1941 
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Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White House 
Washington, D. C* 

Dear Mr. President: 



Fen Ac KJ vr,w.. jy-jf ; T p 
'ft 



Secretary to ^ P , a3 . doIlt 



The State Government of Louisiana ^.jabput^to collapse. 
The United States Government needs full -functioning State ~* 
Governments more in war times than in peace times. Members 
of the State Senate refuse to vote sufficient money to pro- 
vision the State, saying there is already money enough. 

The cld^Cabildo, where the Treaty of Purchase of Lou- 
isiana Territory was signed, {now a Museum, ) ©dosed on the 
15th instant, for want of funds to operate .-^Charity Hospital 
is more than 200 years old, costing lately $14,000,000, some 
of which was Federal money; it has 5100 beds, 140 doctors, and 
probably that many medical internes. It also must close. 

Sworn representatives of the people who would seek the 
parallysis of the State Government in war times, do not lack 
much of being guilty of treason; and SenatoriEllender became 
a kind of errand-boy in Washington for the purpose of drawing 
out of the State Senate a man who had been, temporarily excused 
from army service, to break Govenor^XTones' funds-getting maj- 
ority; so that some of us conclude that a U. S. Senator has 
been developed who prefers to destroy the State, than see it 
preserved. 

I +hink if you could fly a trusted agent down here, to 
give you the faots. you could deliver an effective interview to 
the reporters upon the derelection of official duty for sinis- 
ter advantage. It^ s^ur^uty. 4ux k^ State 

Governments turning. No politician weuld take the "responsibility 

of wrltingyou, in my opinion. 




13^ 



-JMt ATTORNEY 




INITIALS AND HUMHR 



X _JCBjAA2U*1*. 

^_117-32^L_ 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON. D.C ! , 
July 30, 1942 



MEMOBAHDGK /OH J. 2D0AR HOOVm 
ft lRBCTOR. FBDSRAL BUREAU 0? IBTBSiTIQAiHOI 




This it to 'acknowledge your memorandum of July 16' t -19 
which you attached a copy of a letter received from B. A. Gueri 
Agent in Charge at Few Orleans, Louisiana. 

1?he coatenti of the Special Ag«at ! * letter with ti 
the informatiph^that he obtained by way of a letter datedtf# 29, 
from frank Q^TCreager of Baton Rouge, have been noted. Tpe Administrator 
for the Work Projects Administration has been furnished Vith a photo- . .'. 
static copy of the Special Agent's letter, and has been requested to 
advise the Department further in regard to his pleasure in the matter as 
soon as it has been thoroughly investigated. 

Be8pectfully, 




CTORY 
BUY 

UN IT VP 




59 AUG 5 1942 



Assistant Attorney* tSeneral 



F B 

15 JUL &1 






/ — " 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 







EAT t JDS 

Call 8:40 PM 

Typed UtOO Bl 



%tvAtb State* 9*partni*tit of Juatft* 
^aalf Ingf on, 81 C i 

May 26, 1942 

M5WQPANDUM FQ 



■* Mr 
Mr 
'"" Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 



Mr. Tel so* 



I.A. Tamra_ 

CUft 

GUtIb 



-.(■„. 




Niehoia. 

Rot«s 

Mr. Traey 

Mr. C*r«on_ 
Mr. Coff«y_ 
Mt. Htndon_ 
Mr. Kramer 



I called SAC Guerin at N e w Orleans and told 
him IJhad Just seen his note, about the controuer.sey„„ 
between the political elements at Few Orleans I advised 
him in any inquiries he gets from the press as to whether 
an investigation is being conducted of those people, he 
should state no investi gati on is being conducted. I told 
him I thought he would probably help one side- or the 
by saying he had no comment, and in any situation of 
kind in which no investigation is being conducted it 
better to say so* 



r. McGair« 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Qulno Tamm_ 

T«le. Room 

Mr. Neat* 

Mi«i Be»hm 

Mill Gandy 



other 
this 
is 




Edward A. Tamm 
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■? r ? 1942 



62-32509-325 




^ revived firp« «» *w OrtMW| & Mm^^ 

IBureett, coneernini oertain alleged irreg&aritiei ^^aa^o» ,^ a|v^^;.; 

»« ' k with*. *. #eilvitiM« r '-v;^ 1 ;^- ?. v \ ; 

This afctter le being call*! to your Attention for purpoeet c : 
of Information and powibl* reference v t© tt» lfOrW.^Je«t#*jp^ 
Administration, : ii*P^: '• 



Tory tartly yottr»> 



■- - -v , *** * ' " H - ■'- . 





Enclosure 



John Fdgar Hocrrer 
T"lr©etor 



... : #. . . 
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Mr. Tolioo 

Mr. t. A. Tamm. 
Mr. Cle«« 



Mr. Glaring 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nieholt. 

"Mr. Rosen 

J Mr. Tracy 

«JgMr. Car8on_ 
Mr. Coffey_ 
Mr. Hendon_ 



30u *vt 




JUL 16 1942 p.m. 

kl 8'JSEAU OF .MVEST13ATI0IJ 
I CtFAilTMCNT Of JUSTICE 




.... .V -V 



Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Qui an Tamm_ 

Mr. Nease 

Miis GaDdy 



ft?. -./• 



I J o 
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<L,.Wj* State* Uriiartmettt of $*tstJ» 



1308 Masonic Tempi* BulldSog ? 
Hew Orleans, loulelanm 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C« V . v~:v . 

v ,-v- , ' ■ >, 

RE: LOUISIANA POLITICAL 
SITUATION 



5 ■ ■ 



Dear Sir: ... . . 

I am quoting below a letter from FRANK 0/$REAGER, 167 
Sunset Blvd., Route 3, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, dated May 29, 1942, in 
vshich certain allegations are set out relative to the disposition of 
W. P. A. monies. The Bureau is advised that this matter has not been 
reported to the ?T. P. A. Headquarters of this district, 

"I desire to call your attention to an apparent mysterious 
disappearance of some $50,000.00 of W. P, A. money in connection 
with a ft, P.A. -Louisiana State University project in 1938-39. 

"As you know, after the exposure of Smith, Caldwell and 
others in June, 1939, Franke, H^nnon and Withey, certified 
public accountants of New York City were employed to audit 
the accounts of the University and install a modern system of 
accounting. 

"After some nine months of work these auditors made a 
a report of their findings entitled: 

;< " 

"LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
: /Vs ' AND 
; ' •' AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE 

- : ^ ■-. REPORT ON IWESTIGATI0H 

4 AS AT JUNE 30, 1939 

„>■-'. 

l ofcSTftiiXSft FRAKKE, HAM0N & WITHEY . 

LLOtfiES .y^ --' _> CERTIFIED PIJRT.TC ACCOriMTAMTS , 



K. ft. 



COirlkS . CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SEP 444 Jfedi son Avenue „ 

■ ■ ilv WOri Sunday, /April 28/1940, articles baser on thj^fce^5 IS 12 

AW h P° rt * several pages in,-length, screamingly hear 13jhed, u appeared 

f H ^ the New 0rleans ( ^P« r8 * i Ji^Si^H-"^--— — • '"■ 



CO 



r ? 




better to Direc .> { ~) RSt to u A^X foliticsl 

6/ll/W Situation 

. '■•■"■»-* 98^" ' *■ 

"Many of the most significant and astounding findings of 
the auditors were not even mentioned in these articles-as « 
comparison with the Report will Show. 

"In case you do not have & copy of this report, doubtless 
you cen obtain one In a few minutea from lir. J. X. Fauntleroy, 
secretary of the L. S. U, Board of Supervisors, Pere liarquette 
Bldg. The report in your hands will make my statements clear. 

Sanaa grant MiifiX 5ms. 

"On page 123 of the Report you will note, the auditors 
state that a project agreement between the W.P.A. and L.S.U. 
provided that the University was to spend $13,534.75 and W.P.A. 
$52,709.59 for "building construction* at Camp Grant talker - 
(the Club camp near Pollock, La.) 

"Certainly a clear iirpression is left that all ° r the 
S52.709.59 W.F.A. funds, and $4,699.50 of University funds were 
spent on this project} but a question, you will note, is raised 
as to the propriety of the L.S.U. "offsets" for the remainder of 
the $13,53/i.75. In "offsets" and "Direct Payments" then $13,534.75 
of University funds and $52,709.59 of W.P.A, fund3 - a total of 
#66,24f t .34j was spent for "building and construction" at C&mp 
Grant Walker during the year of June 30, 1938 to June 30, 1999. 

"How turn to "page 3" of "Exhibit F« - (the last 4 pages of 
the Report): 

" Statement of. kgggggjj la BjUjA 
As at June 30, 1939 

Note: 

"Carr.p Gr^nt walker Buildings & Equipment $8,500 .00." 
"What happened to the $52,?09.59 of W.P.A. money? 

"And why did the writers of the news articles miss this as- 
tounding discrepancy? 

••Is it possible that "selected items only" were released to 
the press? 

"I hardly need po'.nt out to you. the absurdity of those "offset" 
tricks (p 123) for the deception of 1 ' the auditors: 



1/1*2 



«r to Direct 








i" ^^dslana Political 



situation 



"1. The iten>3 of "Plant, Higineering and Superintendence, 
$4*939.00" Is 58£ of the total Investment In building new and 
old and In equipment. 

"2. The it eras "Use of trucks", $3,695.95 ia 43* of the 
total investment in buildings. Together these items constitute 
10l£ of such investment. 

"3. The iteas "Use of trucks" le aore than three tlmea the 
cost of the new truck listed on p 121. 

"4. The greatest absurdity of all Is exposed by the 
auditors statement: 

f Ue were told that the trucks were 4 s Club trucks, 
not University trucks" 

"Since when have the 4H Clubs of Louisiana owned a fleet of 
trucks -whose rental value for one year is $3,695.95? (Call the 
Orleans Parish Ag. Agent for light on this) 

"5. The auditors were nol informed that the 4H Club work 
is supported by Federal and state funds. The item is not 
therefore a proper offset. 

"So it seems to me: 

1. That whoever was handling this matter for 

1. S. Ui got a W.P.A, grant by misrepresentation - 
by trickery. 

2. That the evidence is convincing of attempts, some 
successful, to deceive the auditors. 

3. That $52,709.59 of W.P.A. money was "not s p e n t 
on this Camp Grant Walker project, 

4. That the vhol* affair was covered up - nothing 
concerning it was released to the press. 

5. That the content of these two pages of the Franke, 
Hannon and Withey Report, is convincing evidence 
of the need for a searching investigation of the 
whole matter. 

"I am at your service for any help I can give," 



Very truly yours, 



ft. A. GUERIK 
Speiiiel Agent in Charge 






JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 




LBN :NWD 




*r. «. A. 
•r. tnm 



KttiteJi States ©ejiartmewt <if fustic* 

■ i » ^ 

Wmijinstan, B. C 



MEMORANDUM FOR AT/?. TOLSCSf 



/"or record purposes , Sej/mour/\J%et as 

who was convicted in theyLoiiisiana scandal a few 
years ago, was paroled on April I. The request 
for parole of Dr. Smith, formerly President of 
the Louis iana State University, was denied. 

* ■■ 

• Respectfully, 




\ 



V 



X.' B. Nichols 
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FBI NEW . ORLEANS U . ' |-|3^' / f ' C-^? / CAP 
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DIRECTOR ;■ 

LIGHT* WITH FURTHER REFERENCE NEW feilK^ 1 
NINETEEN FORTY TWO, WITH REGARD A ftl^ 1 ^ Kl^"'. ANf3^' ^^t|A IN 'YEL^Ll" "\ 

FORMER NPA GRADUATES, THIS IS TO ADVISE THAT DISTRICT ATTORNEY B f . £# ' 
KEPM XXXX KEMP, JR., REPORTED TO NEWSPAPERS FROM AMITE THIS AFTERNOON r 
THAT LIVINGSTON PARISH GRAND JURY HAD RETURNED INDICTMENTS AGAINST V' 
GENERAL STEvTaLFORD, SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE, AND HIS 1 
ASSISTANT, MAJOR L, A^^NEUSOM. THE INDICTMENTS CHARGED VIOLATION I 
OF PRIMARY ELECTION LAWS OF NINETEEN FORTY, IN THAT ALFORD AND NEWSOM 5 
ORDERED STATE TROOPERS STATIONED AT OR NEAR POLLING BOOTHS IN RECENT £ 

■"i " ■ .' . • - . DC 

ELECTION IN THE PARISH HELD LAST MONTH FO R THE DISTRICT JUDGESHIP ' 
VACANCY, CREATED BY DEATH OrTQf*MER .»mcfr f AS KMnafc, MAJOR - " 

NEWSOM IS FORMER AGENT. V^i" 

<iWijpMUMm\ O^lNVESTOCTwTj ■ " 



9-53 PM 



OK F I 



XXX FBI WA&iM^ 
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1^ 



/ 

k(J EAT:TEB 




) 



'1 





S" - 



- * •« 



IWlj and 4j>j>r#ofot# ww wur^l fa A™ P*'" •;'"""">' '■ 

*%'**h *•**#*► w» .**fi***#4 

*r##fd*n# «nd«r dait §/ Jttnt S M JMI, in jM>*it««ffM. 

wtn thi Appzt**u** ftr mount* J i$ 

by W*vmm 9 I am pUa§§4 ft Nw **♦ >t»vf * ^ 

#/ wwr t&i«rt»*ff»»# #d»«#p«i«# 4 ^ ~ 

cartful r#vi*» •/ fiU* a/ **♦ Murtau MiaaUa 
that U <tat* tht application •/ Jrr« F«w»an »•* 
be*n received* Tou nay b§ o*«ur#4j ftoiwtu#r, that 
*Mt ca«« will rtceivt tmaediaU invtittgattva 
*tU*tU* Mpan tU wtpt *»d ***f %h* f»w*f ** _ . 
9*tt0» »tU ft* **;>#df«#d f» #r#tr « 
riptrt may h* r*turnc4 U »«# iariam iiiatnay ®i 



Fit A JTind j>#r«osai r*t*r4$ t ' 

Edgar Hoover 





»£»»• - . 




refer* to th* surtax fir tnvt*ttst*ii on Jatot Jhpolp%*# 
re'eueet* for executiv* olo**n*y relating t* r##*ftfraif*» 
«/ olull rfpft*»» X a» t&at I* th* Jttm& w* 

th* application /or *r**»tit>* aUnonty f ****** J* , 
actual #«*tenc# <Rpi>3t<f «»4 »«t to F , ##t«r«*f»» V 
c<»<l rirhts* la such em*** the S*jwrt»«M t^au^i 

Gordon attorney regtiot* c*sw**l« Mrf efcitftfaifei** 
on the part of th* govertx*ent*l ng*ne$ mhtch tnveett* 
co*** tft« f&6«tanifv# ca«# t»p«a »M«fc <<.**« applicant 
m* convicted* Since th* Woman eao* va* tnveett gated 
ty ih* foot Offioo t-epar ****** ihm PwNmn AttOrnm? U 
taking th* matUr up with that £*partM**t and th* one* 
mill not be referred tm thin Sur**m%.J^ f&?f*.tf^ <0 **^ 

I noucht you mould b* int*r**t*d in hnorn* : + 
ing th* reevlt* of *y inquiry a* to th* ttotti* of thU 
oat* in th* Department* 

with Mtn4 pereondl rtgard** 1 ~ 



Of 



Mr. t. A. Tmmm _ 
Mr. Cl«cc ^ 



Mr. Nlcho»* 
Mr. Rosen 
Mt. Orson 
Mr. Drayton 



Mr. Quinn T«rrtm 
Mr. Homton 

Mr. Tracv 

Miss I 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED 

* JUN 1 J 1 S4> * 



p. 



INViST. MPS* I 

of jusy(j& J 
. — — *: — ■ — 



/ 



St nc*r*ljf 4 

it Kflgar Hoover 





LAWRENCE S CREENBAUK 
EDWARD S.GREENBAUM 
HE R BERT A. WOLFF 
MORRIS L. ERNST 
JONAS J. SHAPIRO 
WALLACE D- JENNINGS 
SAMUEL J. SCHUR 
ALEXANDER L-INOEY 
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Greenbauh, Wolff s. Ernst 
285 madison avenue 

NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE CALEDONIA 3-1552 

June 4, 1941. 



Hon. John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justi ce 
Washington, D.C. 





Mr, Pteror* 
Mr. «a a »f > _ 

Mr. Kldnb 

Mr. Regm 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Drayton .. 

Mr. Qsicii Tarare. _ 
Mr. Hend<m._^_ 
Mr. Tr«ey.. . ._KL_. 
Miss Gundy, 



Re: application for Executive Clemency 
Robert IT ewman 



lvly dear Edgar: 

I don't think there is any great impropriety in my writing to 
you in regard to the above matter but if so, slap me down hard. 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter I hsve written to the 
President. I also sent him a personal letter. 

I am writing to you because I understand that in the normal 
course, the FBI investigates such applications. ~s you will note from my 
correspondence with the President, I have never before in my profession- 
al career - which is all too long - asked the President for clemency for 
any client and only once before have I asked clemency for a person who 
was not a client. I trust that you know me well enough to realize that 
this record on the part of an ordinarily busy lawyer carried some signi- 
ficance. 

r.y specific request is that when your men have finished their 
investigation that they feel free to get in touch with me for any addition- 
al information that they may desire. -I kno.v what a tough job it is to re- 
port on a matter of Executive Clemency^a case of this nature, but I urge 
it with deep sincerity. 

Let me know if you got the bundle fit papers I sent you on the 
other adventure. 



Enc 
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LAWRENCE S oRCfNBAUW 
EDWARD S GREEN BAUM 

HtHBtRT A.WOLFF 

MORRIS L CRNStT 
JONAS J SHAPIRO 
WALLACE D JENNINGS 
SAMUEL J 9CHUR 
ALEXANDER LlMDCY 



GrEENBAU M, WOLFF & ERNST 
£85 HAffldON AVEMU< 
NEW YORK 

TCLCPHONC CALEDONIA S-mn 



■ ■" ^ # ' ' V'.: ^%S* : >:"^^^^'^ 'l|^*%-%9^^ 

v ^ ; - r-«*. iru \>^.&:s*-v W:r>; • ,-;-s; 



The President, " 
The White House, . ' ? .,, 
Washington, CO.,' . j* 



Sir: 



_^ I am writing this letter in support of the application of Robert J. 

v-*£V@gtt_for Executive clemency., i ' J.t the 6u%«t.'may I say that iiTover twenty- 



five years practice at the Bar, 1 have never * except on one previous occa- 
sion - seen fit, in spite of many solicitations, to address myself to the 
President of the United States or the A ttorney General on behalf of clemency 
for any convicted person. If, in order to appraise the value of my letter, 

you c^T-e to examine the previous occasion for £ sintilrr request, I mention the 
fact that you will find it in th* fil c of Ch-rlss Berus. 

I had never met Npwm?-n until 1:5 st vreeY , although I tf.lict-d to him on 
the telephone on numerous occasions previously. My wife, who together with 
her family lived for many ye:- rs in Nev? Orleans, was acquainted with Newman and 
his family - although she is in no way a blood relation. 



lawyer .■. 



I was invited to represent Newman and Harris in proceedings in the 
United St'-tes Supreme Court through Mr. Isaac S. Heller, an outstanding 
at the Nev. Orleans Bar whom I have known for many years. He is an outstanding 
lawyer of his district, who has had the courage to represent the Civil Liber- 
ties Union in many matters, was outspoken in his resistance to the Long regime, 
and has always been one of the leaders,. in the movement- for Negro education in 
the South. At Mr. Heller's suggestion, although he did not represent any of 
the defendants in the instant case, our office considered for some time the 
acceptance of =■ rete.iner in the Supreme Court proceedings. Before deciding to 
eccept the responsibilities of that task, I conferred with various peonle, 
some of then: connected with the administration itself, end others femilihr with 
the entire series of brilliant legal battles which have contributed to the 
mopping ur. of tar outrr*eore political situation in New Orleans and Louisiana. 
Early in the situation I had a visceral feeling that the verdict of the jury 
and certainly the sentence of the judee did not represent full justice to New- 
man and Hf-."ris. I w<*s in no nositi^ in the Su^re.-io Court rroceedirr-p to -mes- 
tj'Ui t.V ■fi.ni'.'i-..m<':nt- 1 fnotr und c^l-jmv' th* v?""dict. In the- li '■■it of t ; "e o--i3vio-. 



of the Circuit Court of Appeal fl, "it was my impression, and it still is my 
impression, that through the unavoidable impact of a proceeding in the 
nature of a conspiracy, there was a resulting sense of guilt through, asso- 
ciation. I realize that in exercising Executive clemency, there must be an 
implied, if not an actual admission of til! 




Terr ~ 



father wan on# itf the leaders i£?;^fo:rm moV^C 




participation- 
two of i the other ' 

"other defendants', ft flay hot "be amies to notV l&at ^usiiasj * -a^'teast 6aC : f0r^ :; f 
a long time beea^ |he front ranks of political^ 

the oomnunity. high political exclte&en* wfcich natufajly attended the'' 

trial affected all defendants alike, even tho 
put themselves tato tike political ;1^*B»i<^f. 

/ ' " I was info rated shortly after accepting 
Court proceedings, that Neman, alone, without previous appointment and with- 
out invitation, interviewed various jurors. Letters from six jurors are 
being submitted with Newman^ application.' t' assume thst your first reaction 
will be the same ss mine or that of anyone else who is familiar with letters 
from jurors. It is true that jurors, and even judres and prosecutors, after 
having done their duty, very often out of simple human generosity will bear 
certain regrets and when faced with the persona), object of the punitive judg-"" 
aent will endeavor to soften the impact of the blow. I cannot too strongly 



at tseoe l&ttex-B ax-e not suoh letters, mere is no need for me to 
explain the distinguishing features. A car efal reading of the letters as , - ,y' 
against the decision Of |}te Circuit <?oj*rt of j&feaie; must y\&ce *apon them a 'v; 
very vital significance in- relation to SxecutiVe' clemency, >eoq will indicate 
a clear dividing line between Newman and Harris^ and the other defentfents. 

1 have personally checked, through innumerable sources,' tbe life 
pattern of Robert Newman. It goes without saying that he is a man of culture 
and previous wealth and had a position of high standing in the community. 
This is naturally true and may carry no particular value in the direction of 
clemency, because had he not held such status he could not have become the 
leading underwriter of government bonds in the^oinmunity. Ify inquiries, how- 
ever, go into a different sector of life. Rattier than give value to the 
above, I have been far more impressed with the fact, Verified by inquiries 



/ 



it 



xr.:z 



~ ft ■• 



before taking the retainer and afterward*, that he waa the type of Bff 
who did not (iHv* « n^t. *w« « - . -J"£ 




who did not drive a snide bargain, tea. 
as being tea OQapleU "~ 





he fc ; 



Hty wjos*: 



-Jo. 



*ge<ra.-;fj|jffiter, pl&rl 

;ic a#^^ a d_.fa^i^i , ^ 
P^Js^eaiUto <feia has 1>« 

' ■ 1 From 

evade Issues; 

^Oo.ernjent, ^ieh jgSSSl WWd&SOTT&'S I^fft 
I^J^^I^ ** ° pJnl ° 4 >• ltt *°^«on with tJe m^ion ^ 

fcaife^ftL*^ ° 0veTiment ^ Others in a frank e*d forthright fShion^^V 

^concealment of even minor details of :proof. Wrer, not having beelS » 
J' ^sell, I Wuia be lees thaniSnk S I ' 

' SatWta .7 obaerrations should carry little weight compared to the 

£ STtSS!? c - e of proC9dure * 7 the yederal • 

mv-on- + ** ln f Cated abo76 ' on onl y other occasion hare I addressed 
myself to you in support of a prayer for Executive clemency. NeedlesTto 
say I hsve been called upon by clients, friends and otett* *> { Jtf Wisr^ , 
iSF&f ^ ° f ctb6r *Ppiicahte. I point thi, out ^rSy JT the S 
M ^ »J™*« C « « "V P**t may perchance gi™ added weight to the "ffi 
which I hereby make for Jxecutire clemency cm b^alf, .of Robert m^M^S 

'iLw 1 J t f 1 ^ 1 \ hB m ° re ifca31 elad t0 ^PPly further data or' lnfo*uS M I 
Spulat'n' ° ^ * 10h yOUT insider pertinLt to^he ' 

w teen of counsel for the applicant in the Su preme Court " &"t 

proceedings, I think it proper to e dd that t as accepting no ^ensatioa f 

S^SfT t0 aeSi8tln€ ^ ln PreparinS th9 for SeS " 



Very respectfully yours , A 



ML¥: 



/ 



*sr.y.-; 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 



Weheml Wnttuu of Ittoerttjittttft* 
8mte& £ tatw ©<?partm*nt af luetirt 
Washington, B. €» ^ 

^ Tebru ary l$ 4 1941 f i .. . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

reference tsr we legal status 
fraud case against NorvST^JBM^tM,, .LJiavi ascertained the 
following. — ; ""-^T'K' 

Harris, together with Robert J^pfewman, who were 
partners in a brokerage firm in Hew Orleans, and H. W. 
Yaguespack, former member of the Levee Board and Senfy J. 
Miller,' accountant, were co-defendants together with Abraham 
L.^Shushan on mail fraud charges in New Orleans, 

They were indicted August 21, 1939* A Jury return- 
ed a verdict of guilty against them on December 22, 1939. 
They were sentenced on January 2, 1940 to 30 months in prison 
and each assessed a fine of $2,000,00. \ 

> 

On January 18. 1941 the Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Fifth Circuit, which had the case referred to it by the lower 
court, affirmed the conviction of the lower court. On February 
7, 1941 Harris filed a petition for a re-hearing, Zhe Circuit 
Court of Appeals has not acted on this petition for re-h earing 
but it will pro baoly, according io Mr. adsenwaldj deny the 
petition", lf~^h~ls \s done a petition for certiorari will~~6e_ 
filed' Cn the Supreme Court^ This will probably take until 
s ometime in May in view of the fact that the government will 
iilso be allowed to file an answer. Therefore, the case will 
probably not reach the Supreme Court docket until sometime in 
JTungj This will probably result m — the case not being ac ted ' 
upon un til the October term of court. 

According to Bosenwald, Harris and the other 
defendants will use every means possible to appeal this case. 



J* 



Respectfully, 

j dScro^^ _ _-- - 

A, R0SSS\y^__ 12 £0<j 



7\ 




JOHN EDGAR 

DIRECTOR 



HOOV*S 



EAT: Hi 



y*fc*ral fcttfemi of InuwHflatiott 
United Stat** &tpavtment at Ittttfc* 
Waslftxiston, IL C 

February 17, 1941 



' .J>V. . 



MEMORAND U M FOR THE DIREC TOR 




M*. NfrtiiK.) 



■ -vi.'hot. ,„..,.. J 

Mr. H^niJoi, „ 

lit. Jtosnn ..„,,, 

Win G*n<5.v 



T 



Korvin ffarris was indicted at Wew Orleans, 
Louisiana on August 21, 1939 on a charge of nail fraud. ' 
This was in connection with the general investigation 
conducted in Louisiana by the Criminal Division, The 
Bureau of course conducted no investigation of the case. 
The matter is presently in the hands of Vr. Bosenwald 
in the criminal division of the Department. 




E. A. Tamm. 
RECORDED 
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Irfceral Hureau at Inuestfsatton 

itnfted Stairs g?parf t«e«t of Susttr* 
New Orleans , La. 
Feb. 27, 1941. 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. A 

Rar ABRAHAM L. SHUSH AN; at al; 
HAIL FRAUD. 

Dear Sirs 

The following will confirm the telephone conversation had 
?with Inspector AL ROSEN on February 18, 1941, at which time he requested 
/that this office obtain from the docket of the Mail Fraud case the aen- 
1 tencea of ABRAHAM L. SHUSHAN, ROBERT J ,° NEWMAN, NORVIN TRENT-HARRIS, JR. , 
H. W.^AGUESPACK and HENRY JpMILLER. 

Please be advised that Special Agent I. 0. SCOTT of this of- 
fice checked the appropriate docket in the office of the U. S. District 
Court at New Orleans, and ascertained that on December 22, 1939, the five 
defendants mentioned above were found guilty of mail fraud as charged in 
the indictment returned against them, and were found not guilty on count 
four of said indictment. A true bill was returned against the five defen- 
dants on October 17, 1939. On December 27, 1939, the five defendants 
filed motion for a new trial. On January 2, 1940, an order was entered 
over- ruling the motion for new trial, and on January 2, 1940, the five de- 
fendants were sentenced on count one of the indictment to serve thirty 
months in a Federal Penitentiary and pay a fine of $1,000, and on count 
eight of the indictment to serve a sentence of thirty months in a Federal 
Penitentiary, which was to run concurrently with the sentence on count one 
and to pay an additional file of $1,000. This nakes a total of thirty 
months in a Federal Penitentiary, plus a |2,000 fine. 

On January 2, 1940, the defendants filed notices of appeal 
and on January 18, 1941, the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir- 
cuit confirmed the ccnviction of tfae^five defendants. On February 6, 
1941, HENRT J. MILLER filed a petition for a "re-hearing of the appeal and 
on February 7, 1941, NORVIN TRENT HARRIS, JR., filed a petition for a re- 
hearing; and on February 8, 194L, H. W. WAGUESPACK, ROBERT J. NEWMAN and 
ABRAHAM L. SHUSHAN filed petitions for a re-hearing. No ruling has been 
made with respect to the petitions filed as indicated herein. 

After obtaining this information it was telephonically 
conveyed to Inspector ROSEN. ^^liDEQ. '-- 



acrjiib 




*» IS l.l, r. .i. 

Special Agent in Charge. — 



■ , ■ ' { ,: \; 

62-32509-318 * >: ^fe*^i 
LRPtAR 



December 10, 1940 




It. T.lM* 

■r. Cl*n . 
Mr. E. A. T«mm 



Mr. Cl.vln 

Mr. Klcholl 
Mr. M«jdno 
Mr. froaeiY 
Mr. fr«=r 



Treasury Department •< , \ J 



■r 



f*«ft are tro/i«aftt#4 ft« r «»m 
•/ a communication dated December 9, 1940. received 
by this Bureau from BonorabU Alien it. gllender, 
United States Senate, Washington, J>. c, together 
vith copies o/ the enclosure menttoned therein. 

It appears that this communication does 
not relate to any matter coming within the investi- 
gative Jurisdiction of this Bureau but mag be of 
soa.e interest to you. 

Senator Bllender has been advised of 
this reference. * . .. 

- . j -J- ;.. t'- ... ; ^ ; i. ■ 

. •. •:' ,,• . . ,v,,j . ■■■■■ ■• ' ; " ' ■• 

Sincerely yours, 




-ft 



4- : "■. <■ 



Jo/m Edgar Hoover 
Director 



m 

<~3 



.4' ^ 



Ihcjj^i^ifA^O^^SyO^ enc2.ret.fn SS.fi le) 

M A ! L E □/ j 



J? 

fEOEfiV. B!.!».jji' IS. :£..:.•»" 



62-32509 '-J 
LRP-.AR $/g 



SO. ' 



RECORDED 



Pocombor 1$, 1946 





United StetOo 9 that 4 •• ^•VJ&Ss^ 
■ WathtAfftOHi 9m* f#2€L'^ 



Jfy d#ar Sonatort 



/ d#*fr# to aoknofolodg$ rocoipt of 
your 2«tt#r dot #4 floe twotr J 040/ toy«ta#r a ^ 
tho l««t«r dotod Wovtnfr 99, X 940, roe§tv4 
by you from Mr, Jack Gordon of th§ Jftw 0rl*a»« 
Cfpar#*t? Soruto* Coiy>oratl o» f <:*^3*¥^-v-> 

m# «u$/fot 4f 9r* M4o* V • 

co«»un<cat<on oonctrnfny tfto u«# •/ oluyt In el pa* 
rotto u«nd(ny macMnoo <fo«« no* oonot* tut* a uf o«* 
Jatfon o/ any rodoral Statuto within thi§ Buroam '» 
Jurisdiction, 

Bowovor, it to bolitood tho information 
may bo of intoroat to tho Soorot Sorvtco Divioion 
of tho Troaoury Dopartmont which mat inuootigattvt 
Jurisdiction ovor eountorfoiting violation* and 
undor tho oircumotanooo, I hauo tekon tho liborty 
of forwarding eopioo of your lotto? and ito &n~ 
oloouro to Mr* frank J, Wilton, Chi of, Soorot '%> 
Soruico Divioion, Troaaury Dopartmont, Waohtngion, 

for your information, thi$ Suroau hao 
rocontly roeeivod oovoral eomplatnto c oncoming 



"i > .. 



•^1 



■r. I. ». tun 



Mr. «lavln 

Klctiou 
■ r. Hondon 
Mr, ftosan 

Mr. Tracy ^ 
Mill (UnOt 



CjMM! '^CATIONS SECTION 

tA A ' L tl D 



K)¥l 



F M. 




wit/ *w«'^i#M 

odvfod ft* **# Searei Service 

to tA« «Iuyt oontofn an etilZfn* '«;.'M^'*-l^-v 
JToatletJlo »/iica no* appear* on the n«« /lv ^*Sw#^fS-.&-«*3 



.,-» ,?«^f, y .---;v'.> .... 

piece, they mere u«ry »uaf> ln««r«t««tf ■ f » dw#ld>tip*^^^^* • 
*R/«r»a*l0n foae#rnfn« Wit ioj*I«i2»!> ; jtfufe ^^i^p^g^* 

Tn accordance with your requooi* mr m : % v M$W^W^'& 
Gordon* $ letter U being returned heremithm f , gpy ,^V, . 



Sincerely youre, 



gnoXoeure 




U1NH rf. SMITH , S. C, CHUT 

t: _.h a. rffareLEir, mow. • <smxw.it 

ELMER THOMAS. OXLA. CMAIHJtB l_ Ml 

JOHN K. BANKMEAD, ALA. ARTHUR CAPPO*. KAN*. 

W. I. BULOW, DAK. LTNN J. FHAilEK, M. DAK. 

HATT1E W. CARASSAY, ABJC HENRiit SHIPSTEAD, MIHM. 

CARL A. HATCH, N. MBC ERNEST W. CfBsoH. Jit, TT. 

THEODORFl a. BILBO, M 1KB. 
LEWIS B. 3CHWELLENBACH, WASH. 
OUT M. GILLETTE, WWA 
ALLEN J. CLLENOOI, LA. 
SHERMAN MINTON, MB. 



r. A. uwttjh I 



TOM STEWAATT, IBM. 



rote 



AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

December S, 1940 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. >■: 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am enclosing a self-explanatory letter which 
I have received from Mr- Jacj^Gordon, otmer of thaNftew 
Orleans Cigarette Service Corporation. > 

Mil you kindly give careful consideration to 
the natter outlined in Mr. Gordon's letter and let me have 
the benefit of your advice in replying to him? 

With kind regards and thanking you for your 
prompt attention to this case, I am 




1'. ' 



»-•• 

if 



62-32509-31 7 
LBPiAR 




;r|;; of « communication dated December M, XPdO, repaivid ' x 2^%* 

by this Bureau /rem SonerabU f, Sdward Bebert, • 

Bouse of Bepreeentativee, Waehin&ten, J>. with ' ; V."-" 
c opto a of the enclosure mentioned ^^ y< 

It appear § thai this communication doe e 
not relate to any matter coming mithin the investi- 
gative jurisdiction of this Bureau but may be •/ 
some interest to you. 

Congressman Bebert ha* been advised of 
this reference* , 



#fac#r*2y yourm, 



m. rum 

■'. ci«a 

■r. t. A. Tmm> 



Mr. etMln 
Mr. K!cM!s 
»r. H«n*>» 
Mr. Motan 
Mr. Tr«e» 



Mls» Canlly 



John Sdgar Hoover 
- Director 



Bnclos 



M 



FEDfft.V, BOrTAt .If !HVi S f!..M fJN 
U S."et" nil «j JIS'.CI. 



^i»W A P^e S HfincI. ret. in Bu.flle) 

MAIL E^D 

* DEC 13^40 ★ 
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* 0*6 lit 330 * 

; . . ^ Q 3 1 1 V W 
HPI.&3S SNOaVOINP.WWOO 



x 2r--! 
■S? *<S 



•*7 



9%, ©TIP 4*vV BOJtJOJtf 901AJ98 %940»S •HI P»*J<1 

12 «otq toy pus ooujvoimi £«jpti*fl «| e0*r# /o »»n 
jjv>~ 5«}«j»oueo »»ujo7tf*oc> r»u»n»t p»n fljati»o»j 
~ »Oy nounf OJW 'mjjwiijjAi jno/T jo/ 

#j«»#ro«t 041 pttO A t#$<f0O tfujp-ioflwp/ /• 

v . ; iT»J»<?Jr »V» «*m OhaYJ *t#o«©»fiBRdu$0 *V4 J» pun 
/ - , >«» ttio}4»roi« 0«wo/jo*e«o© 4N0 uojaoiptunT 

ir?C$W-&T : ' $AHVB}%8»<IUI 99% HOtHK 4tl»lS4JWr»<r Un**94& OV4 /o 
•'f , «0$»jof<? 9t>%fU*8 *»<to*B OV4 04 400J#4«I A oq 

«» ft Mute A) 0V4 p»ei9tT*Q *i ti 'u»n$otog 

9, n99ung »jv* u>V*>« t»n»o»S jou9P9j /Tu© /o uoj^of 

•«5so «} t fluff /• #»n 0V4 o*u>wj»ouoo vofipoftmmoo 

/» ^MM« >»»r«n» ovi 

w%r P«'|^5"*^f OT ao4*#W po*op 40440* ov» 
W9tf*^»fmW>* 04, O.IJOO* J.V^^;, ; ;\; 




■— K-. - 



mt # pi jo««oooff 



.V.'^'.**'-- ■ . - , vv 1 ', , '-.ifc. 

": rt < f; * -I 

. .vi^V . V... 




tfc* /act t&f.# fluff con toff «* ftftjftttf ^Jil^^^s^^S^ 
dovoloping information eoneorning tMf particular />/\ /•::••{■'• 

/ on r**ur»i»y fefrfftftA *a# e*j>jr of Mr, <7ord»»V 

. : • . •*> *; : V« •-.is*:-:"-' \ . - ■ ■' ' " 15 



With $xpro*»iant ,#/ »y AfpftiH fftffa 



'I 



•,**"' •* .... t- ;,./" 
51 m §r oly if our 9, * 




Jfaclofurf 




■r. T*t*M • 
Mr, t. A. Turn 



«tr. L«U 
Mr. Cf>n _ 
Mr. Qllvtn 

NlchoU 
Mr. H»ndon 
mr, 

■ r. T,.o _^ 



/ 
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F. EDWARD HEBERT 
I«TDirr. lAbkam*- 

^EMBER-Eljict' 




€on%xm of tfje ®n(teb States 

Houtfe of Bepre*entattota 
SSagfjtajjton, JB. C 

December 3, 1940. . . 



I', 



Mr. J". Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I do not know whether or not the use of slugs instead 
of United States coins in legal vending machines comes under 
your jurisdiction, but I arc referring a complaint from a con- 
stituent of mine in this connection tc you, and ask that you 
direct it into the proper channel. 

I air. enclosing a copy of his letter, which I received 
today, and thank you for any courtesy extended in connection with 
it. The letter is self-explanatory. 



With kindest regards, I am 



Sincerely yours , 



Y 

YZY. : ef 




4 



\ 



J 





v,:»-*jr.'-s!4:-;, 




Hew Orleans, La* 

October 33* 1940 



United States Dept. Of Justice v 
Washington, D. C. tf- 



J, Edgar Hoover- Chief Of Investigation 



- es -j* 

Dear Sirs: 

It is my belief that there should "be 
an Invest igatibn In to the Affairs of The City 

Of Hew Orleans. T- L ? 

100,000 of the cltiaens in this community 
never work and are always got money and ride around 
in late model automobiles, yet are supposed to be 
poor people, 

Most certainly these people are not living 
by such standards as the low income of IP A relief 
and Social Security provides. 

As a matter of fact thousands of these peoi 
pie are not elgible for relief or social security. 

The proof of the stitution is plain as day 
and there should be an investigation immediately to 
ascertain where the money is coming from that the Ciyy 
Of New Orleans is paying these people with. 

Either thi6 is Federal Money diverted from 
bonified approiations for other purposes or It Ib ta* . 
money that is not supposed to be used for thiB purpose. 

Which ever way they divert this money If not 
quite certain to the layman' s mind but an Investigation 
should be made in order to find out if these citizens 
are violating Federal Laws in receiving incomes from 
the city with out working for them. 

I am under the irapressIbSi -^hatt 'thousands of 
cases of income tax invasions mayhbe in evidence as 
well as other violations too numerous to mention. 

Hoping you will conduct this investigation 
secretly I am yours for an honest goverment. 



Aft/ AMERICAS 3 IT 12 EN 



■;1 




JDGtMJB^ 





4ate4 ^pteaber 28 ? J&Q, and ita eneloeurea. 

For jour iiifonaation, the JorlMl«tlon of t&ia ','7 ' : c 
Bureau Is restricted by CoHgreasleeai ^Hwwen* to lew 
investigation of alleged riolatlea* oT oertein apeoifled ' 
Federal statutes and to the collecting «f evidence la caeca ' 
In which the Ifcited SUU* la or Mjr bi t perty ia interest. 
The aotivitiee of this Bureau euro limited by thl» Jurie- 
dietion. 

Thia is to adviee that after a careful review of 
the content* of year cawunloatlcau it <Soea m% appear that 

the aubjeet setter *ont*in*d thercia relates to any rtolatics 
coming within the ecope of thia Bureau' • Jurladlotlotw 



C¥r* 




?*ry truly yews, 



John Rdgar Hoover 
Wreetor 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED / 
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OCT 16-rfi4Q^ 




WHEN 

common 

SFflSE 
F*EVAIW 
AMERICA 
LIVES 



V 




YOUR 



TO WI'E AMERICA BY THE GOLDEN SVIM. 
tntlVURSAlLY APPLIED 



AND MINE 

f PRICING SETS 
STATIONERY 
PRINTING » 
ADVERTISING 
SPECIALTIES 

HOWARD U HOLMES. SALESMAN < CALENDARS 

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES 
RUBBER 
STAMPS' 



ST. LOUIS. MICHIGAN. 



September asth,!^ 



Present address - 2620 Bay Road, Saginaw,Miol 

Hon. J.Edgar Hoover 

Supt. Federal Bureau Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dsar Mr.Hccvsr; \ / 

Reading the atory of Agatha ChyAtie in the current numbers of 
COLLIER'S WEEKLY, "The Patriotic MurderjKbrtn*s to mind the peouliar circum- 
stances of the assassination of Hughey^Long , together with one previous attempt 
and the fact that there was a well known coiispiracy in Washington among certain 
administration leaders, violently opposed to Long and to hie further continuance 
in public affairs. 

I h=.ve often wondered Just why this assassination was never inves- 
tigated. Why the conspiracy against Long were never questioned. why the only 
periodical which opened up some of the facts at that time was immediately debar- 
red from all news-stands in the U.S.A. and immediately found itself in such 
serious financial difficulty that it had to cease publication. 

There have been several other deaths during the past few years 
which have evidently been very much to the advantage of the present dictatorial 
administration. Just why the peculiar circumstances has never been made public, 

Doubtless you could not give out information to a private individ- 
ual concerning the matters under discussion but could you tell us whether the 
activities of your department dapende upon orders from administration heads or 
whether you Can act upon your own initiative ? 

I am well aware of the seriousness of these implications but I 
have considerable faith in the loyalty and thoroughness of the FBI and as a 
native citizen above my three score and- ten in years, I feel that America and 
all the world are now entitled to know the FACTS. 

Thanking you for considerate attention, I remain, 

f 

Very sincerely yours, 



V 



-ft 



/ 



Howard Lalolmes (H) 




INDEXED fft I '. C^l.MuX 
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Ans,- By pixadt'ting official! of j^^1jiliwSfcl^-ilp|, 



2, *h*t should he the penalty ? - Impeaclaent >y Congres§^#P^ ; 

3. If the Federal Beserve Bank i* operating contrary to the Constitution/ and he* be* 
for twenty- six year*, who is responsible I The President and Congress, ftt% : ~Ml 

U. tfhat event of the Buchanan adminiet ration parallels the recent arrest Of the "Chrf 
Front" ? John Brown's Paid on Harper's Ferry. (Study Carefully) 

5. 



If John Brown deserved death by a firing s<juad for treason why So we still sing 
"John Brown's ho<Jy lies a soldering in the grave v But his soul goes marching on" ? 

6. Tfhat governor of Few York led his legislature to nullify a portion, of the United • 
States Constitution ? Franklin Delano Roosevelt, The ISth Amendment. 



7. 

6. 



TThat President permitted this violation of the Constitution, and the eight othei# 
who followed suit ? Herbert Clarke Hoover. 



"if 



9. 



What was Andrew Jackson's reaction to such a state nullification .7 v 
Ee sent a regi&snt of T?.S .Troops (The Brooklyn Reserves) to South 
Carolina and at four o'clock the next morning the officials and the legislature _ 
were called out, of their beds to their front porch to renew their OATH of allegi'azu 
to the Constitution and the government of the U.S.A. or go as prisoners to Fortress 
Monroe. (The nullification was immediately recinded.) 



\*re the average citizens of our America today, intelligent enough to know when the 

Constitution is "being violated ? 

(Apparently the politicians think not.) 

10. Are men who nominate themselveSj'announce their own candidacy'',,-, public spirited 
aen of character and ability ? Or, are they merely self-seekers, who freguently 
lack both character and ability ? ~ , - - 

11. Who is responsible for the election of our public official* and our Congressmen ? 

The average citizen. *"\ 

12. As the Roosevelt administration still employ Communists and both men and women of 
the subversive type who scheme to overthrow American traditions and the Amerioan 
form of government, what does the EIES COMMITTEE amount to t 

Merely a "false front" to deceive the ooranon people, 

TKhat is the greatest need of Africa today ? 

Men Of "chaja&cfer who will honor their own OATH, 
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Ey Howard I*,Holmes of Michigan 




^OHN £'CX3AF} HOOVER 
□ I RECTOR 



I 



September SS, 1340 



JeberaC Sureau of Inn* stfgattatt 
Kniteb * taje| partmeuf of l^tstW 
Rfaahiiujtnn, 



SK To? 

Mr. CI<^/j. 

Wr. K. A-'T'i" 

r - :•. . 

Mr. >'trf£ir... 







if 



- • " ■ *..••'"• 

Tiwff 20. -40 A.M. 



■ sr; V>-v'-r^:. ' ■ 



MEM CEM BUM FOR ME, E. A, TA 



relative t 
o i/uii eo fie 
concerning 
Precinct 1 
mail fraud 
background 
responsibl 
and that h 
had never 




-i 



Congressman Newt V.^Mills of Louisiana called 
o the political situation in Louisiana . Se 
noticed an article in a New Orleans paper 

the indictment of Commissioners in Ward 11, 
, he presumed by the Federal Grand Jury 3 on 
charges. Be furnished me some political 
which, in substance } indicated that he leas 
e for the clearing up of the graft in Louisiana 
e was the man behind the scenes and that he 
mentioned this to anyone else. 



He was interested in knowing whether the Bureau 
had conducted any investigation of alleged election 
violations as a result of certain ballot thefts and 
irregularities in the Primary. I advised him that I 
did not know but that it would be appropriate to ask 
the office of the Attorney General what* action 'waVbeino 
taken as any request would necessarily arise from the 
office of the Attorney General. Be was advised to 
communicate with Mr. Carusi in the Attorney General's 
Office who would be in a position to handle the matter 
for him. ■ 



yytL .lb 



Respectfully, 

■ RECORDED 

A. ROSEN 
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_Mr. Tolson 

_Mr. CI egg 

_Mr. Foxworth 
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Mr, Rosen 
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_Mr. Tracy 

Jir. Coffey 



_Mr. Adams 
_Mr. Alden 
_Mr. Bellino 
.Mr. Breese 
_Mr. Good 
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I Mr. T: z- yr<.*-. 
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Files Section 
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.Crime Records Section 

Mr. Harbo 
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.Identification Division 
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S2U 0HLSAH8, LA.. , 
September 5, 1940* 



WfTen Was Mr. Rey< 
as Legal Advisor to " 
Schools and Pinballs 



i 



[THOUSANDS OF NEW ORLEANS children 
| and young folk* are entering the public and 
parochial schools today. 

There, they will be taught the thing* that 
should aid them In meeting the problems of 
life and tn better equipping them, not only to 
help themselves hut their country. 

There t they should be taught Americanism, 
should be instructed in what the blessings of 
freedom and liberty stand for, and how to pre- 
serve these heritages, bought with the sweat 
and the blood and the courage of the found- 
ers of America. 

On the way to these schools, however, they 
■ will pass hundreds of places where American- 
Msm is not taught, where Americanism does 
.', not make Its home. 

| Because the superintendent of police Is 
i either afraid to act or has been told not to act, 
| pinball machines, the lowest form of gambling 
I because it takes the nickels and the dimes of 
t the young as well as the old, beckon to nearly 
every pupil on his or her way to school. Why 
should temptation be placed in the path of 
our young people? Why should vicious devices, 
cheating machines, be placed in their way f& 
snatch their nickels? ' <■ 

The city administration seems to think that 
these machines are games of skill. Some of 
our courts have indeed also leaned toward 
that view. Do we want to teach our children 
this kind of skill? Do we want to teach them 
how to gamble for nickels instead of teaching 
them the saner and better lessons ol life? 

Mayor rfobertfjlaestri has said : "If pin balls 
are illegal, action is up to Superintendent 
Reyer." - 

When was Mr. Reyer named to be th^jgal 
arbiter of New Orleans? Does Mr.jffaestri 
refer all of nig legal probes tojfirchief of 
police? From what law school jjnMr. Reyer 
graduate? How long has hajfrlcticed law? 
Has he ever occupied the jujrfcial bench? We 
think not. Then why should Mr. Maestri refer 
..legal questions' to a man who is supposed to 
catch crooks? ? 
« An able assistant attorney-genera! of 1/Outei- 
ana h«:^rfared that pinballs ar t illegal. D oes 

Mr. Maestri place Mr. ReyeVs ISmSTtbarit 

* ■ ■ - ■ . i jf. i j 
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that of a maa trained in the Uw, Versed 
the law T + "t ' ; ^*^f 

Why doesn't' Mayor Maestri place the MM 
sponalbiUty squarely where, it belongs T Wfcyf 
doesn't he ask his city attorney or some high , 
legal authority aa to the legality or illegality 
of pinball machines? -■ .. 

As a matter of plain fact- It doesn't t»ke 
one versed in legal lore to" know that these 
crooked pinball machines are gambling de- 
vices, AH Mayor Maestri has to do is to gath- 
er up five or six City Hall employes ana send 
them out with a pocket foil of nickels, let 
them "go to places where they are not known, ; 
and there play these machines. Their report j 
win show him that the pinball machines now i 
Infesting New Orleans are gambling machine*. 

Mayor Maestri might also ask hundreds of 
school children who play these machines 
whether or not they are gambling machines. 
They will give him the answer, and none of 
them are yet practicing attorneys or judges. 

No, Mr. Mayor, let's stop this snatching of 
nickels from children. 

Why are these machines necessary? Who 
owns them, and why are they allowed im- 
munity from molestation by the police. ff 
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BKS,lff Whr Tank, B. «, 

., July 3, 1940 




: ,'%#^- > - : < ■4^^»^2 ^ It' It *y recollection during the aeverel 
^ (V^W^^^tlons had In irtw orl«an« ebcmt a year 

-.12? «* WiHUm Belle, a ow-ln.nl Oreok - 

^ oU oan in Haw Orl«ana, entorad into the pictwe. la 

V I recall it, ha was aither indicted aubeoo\*ntly or 1 ' s ^ ^ 
V ... r We writed for queationlng by either the etate or federal 

' />, . 4pTam«»nt In cfinnaotlon with oil lease tranaactlona In 

* aou^ra in S«J*^^ 

arrived i* New fork from Greece and la nor .uppoaed tab. 
•topping at the St. Horita Hotel in (Sav XorJt City. 

t ^ * ** peseing thla information on to 

IT iT^r; * , i. if n f t ' W ooneldor tha adviaabiUty 
fS^"!?!^ X* lnfo ™«<» to any local author!*, 
lntareated in hi* present whereabout*. 



Very truly youre. 



B. B, SACKBTT 
3pecial Agent In Charge. 

Banouao 1 1 1 1 b 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 
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\ X 

3tefreral Sureau of Itiuestisatfott 
United §fatr0 ZHeparttnettt of fustic* 
IJTaaljmgtati.B.C 



J/arch 7, 1940 



MEMORANDUM FOR US. E. A. T. 




jfr.' Bon CA-^^er, o/ 444 - 3rd 4yenue, Sost Kalispell, 
Montana, was referred from, your office to me for interview. 
Mr. Miller related that he is a truck driver by occupation, and 
that he is presently on a tour of the United States, 

During the first part of February he related he was 
at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and at that tine stopped at the 
grave of the late Euey D Long , located in the State Capitol in 
that city. The guide, in pointing out spots of interest about 
the Capitol, described the death of Long, according to Mr. 
Miller, and advised that 14 people were connected with the 
plot to kill Lone. He related thai the conspirators had been 
led by President Roosevelt , and advised that Roosevelt was in 
Baton Rouge at the time of the death of Long. 

Mr. Miller related that this guide is an old man with 
a black beard, and he thought that because of the dero gatory 
statements made concerning the President , the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation should be apprised of the remarks of this 
guide. I thanked Mr. Miller for the interest which prompted 
him to furnish the above info rmati on to us. 

Respectfully , 
/ Q . Z/»f/&*t 
A. C. Hayden 
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n# jt#w a»2#a»* stats* '*' y 7f ' ' . 

Wm 9rU*n$ 9 Unit tana * • 



/ Aow r*a<f your <>mgr («i «n mi «d 

obruarg 81. JSttTr**** of #to)f|*l>£2Nni ******* 




mruarg 91, 1940. ~T99u* of P*mm Oris* no St* 
concerning the art** oondittaaa^ ii ihia Vsmtrs 
during 1999, ■' 

I feel that an editorial *f tht* nature. . 
assists in bringing to the average ctttaen the 
realisation thai orim* constitute* a problem tohiah 
can be solved only by hit wholehearted oooperation 
and that it it not a problem alone /or hio law 
enforcement organisation** I warn particularly " 
pleased to note year observation* that the prime 
consideration in the incarceration af any criminal 



A/j\/~^ •hauld ha protection of the pub it and not hit 

r , personal comfort** -U : .«V- - . 



With bssi wishes and sln& regard*, 
Sincerely your*, 
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|wi». '.-Hon. / if / ^ 
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THE NSW ORLEANS STATES, 
NEW ORLEANS, IA. , 
February 81, 1940. 
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L^Crimejby the Clock f 

f DUftErftr 1936 a major crime occurred every ! 
r 21 seconds, says a report recently issued by ; 
{ J. Edgar Hoover, chief of the FBI,. and. sent.', 
jus by A. P. Kitchln, special agent in charged 
I of the New Orleans office. | 
j This is an appallingly short interval between j 
• felonies. Since any serious act of lawlessness 
cannot be fully perpetrated in 21 ticks of a 
grandfather's clock, It means that crime is a 
continuous process, never ending, never a 
break in violence in these United States. Three 
i crimes every minute, reaching the yearly 
grand total of 1,484,554 violations calling {or 
| prison sentences, as given by Mr. Hoover. No 
. wonder the business of constructing penlten- 
tfaries and other institutions for the lncar- 
: ceration of criminals is having something of 
" a boom all over the nation, 
i Mr. Hoover's striking illustration of the 
prevalence of crime goes on: A larceny was 
j committed every 36 seconds, a burglary every 
■ 1 2-3 minutes, on the average an auto was ; 
* stolen every 3 minutes, a citizen was robbed ! 
j every 9 minutes, and a felonious homicide oc- j 
curred every 44 minutes. 

The grand total of criminal homicides. ! 
rapes, robberies, aggravated assaults, burg- i 
lanes, larcenies and auto thefts for 1939 was* 
iO.742 greater than for 1938, an increase of 3.5 ; 
ier £ent. Mr. Hoover did not figure out the j 
lumbc* dl pXilitical crimes in Louisiana*-*--* i 



j lt'^^n crime grows so fast in the freest, hap- ;j 
; piestantTmost prosperous coun lsj e n. , Cfl rth, ji 
what can be the reason? Maybe we have tooj! 
much freedom, maybe not- enough. Perhaps, 
there is too much pampering of prisoners, i 
what with radios in prison cells and the in-j 
mates playing football and baseball and hav- j 
ing movies and musical concerts and plays. ; 
and enjoying good fare and easy "working" j 
hours, and in the end getting the nod from 
parole boards when only fractions of their 
terms have been served. 

It strikes us that one of the purposes of 
incarceration, besides keeping the wrongdoer 
locked away for society's safety, is to deprive • 
him of some of those comforts, luxuries and ' 
conveniences of the outer world which law- j 
abiding citizens may enjoy, and which theyj 
have not forfeited their right to obtain. Life ! 
is a lot harder for miliions of poor folk who 
are obedient to all laws, than it is for the aver- | 
age termer in a prison. i 
One reasonable conclusion is that crime goes 
up as the quality of government goes down. | 
It is the old story of the alliance of crooked 
politics with the criminal world. Louisiana 
people know the reason for a lot of crime 
which has been bared in this state in the past 
year. Bad government undermines public 
morality, breeds contempt for law. and multi- I 
plies the "aw, what's the use?" cynics even/ 
amo ng the ^o -called good people W 1L Coin-/' 
j&unity or state. ' 
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»BI« M» UUUP foaatje* 

feTm«fetnatel3f alter 
eetfcx of the "oW* ctunmlfe^!, tS* r 
achint; struck at three who had 
ifone. over to Jones, or were reSatedf 
to if member who did. Colonel 
Henry Rougcn, .Pointe Coupee, was 
Hre« frotft tt state police job he 
had. held lot 13 years, and two 
•Ides of the state revenue depart- 
ment were discharged in North Ura- 
Isiana. // 

This week in Baton Rocge Is ex- 
( pecta» to see, too, the "blood bach* 
«* general state workers, at Bam 
orders, that has been imminent lor 
some time. Many an; to go for 
^suspicion of kmfjfcg, tag remarks 
made to Jones' 1 favor, for reasons 
°* sp*te. and, in some cases for 
Cconemy. The latter unuewal reason 
for Jetting maehfae workers go Is 
[ explained as foOows. The machine 
"borrowed hundreds of thousands t*v 
five jobs to the second primary, 
from foditfduab and banks. Now 
the money moat he reperfd. 

The capital was a more or Jess 
deserted pontics! vflJage today! EfcxI 
Long drove off Saturday night to 
an unannounced destination, be- 
lieved: to he his hoiite at WmafMeJ. 
Sam Jones started on his long- 
planned vacation, spending the 
week-end &t take Charles. Only 
the fear of Imminent firings kept 
the political cauldron Burning. 
Tonr Salt Hearing 

March II wfH see a hearing on 
IS arl Long's suit to restrain the sec- 
teJary oi "state from placing the 



nasse of GrewlUfon on the 
for secretary of state. .lodge J. ! 
Woraaek signed the order Safe 
inght, after tang appeared in 
son to obtain it The petitfan. at- 
tacked the legality of the reversal 
of the previous nomination of Long. 

General Manager Landry tfeelined 
comment af any kind feat rigbt 
on questions regarding reports that 
Warden Jones was being fired at 
the state prison farm. Warden 
Jones was reported at the farm as 
being "on the road." Dock ooard 
officiate said they knew nothing of 
any discharge of Atto rney Morg an. 
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«, jff* 4i.AilAliOV lVH303i 

J 10 3H3HdS H3dOHd V XVHX SI 'AHVUiad aNg33S 3HX 3H0i38 SAVO 3AIi 

< .XV3H 3H1 NO SNHflX* A3VHD0N3G SO N0IXd33N«!) SJH DNIGHVfmJVS 1HSINX 
IVOIXIIOd NH300W SIHX* M3>SV 3H «iS»*lVN3S' *XV3H iO GNI>! XVHft* 

- «*XV3H NO SNHflX 35508.1 OIVS /AHVNIHd 1VIM0XVNH38nt> iiO-NOJf 
\ 3HX 3H0i38 SAVQ 3AIi 3NIHV3ddV *3lfnGV3H 3N0 XVHX QIVS H3dd3d ? 

A ••N0Iin03SOlW HXlft W3HX SNIN3XV3HHX GNV* S3IlIH0HlflV VNVISIfiOl 1VD0T 
H3AC ..dlKft 3HX 9NI)IDVaO B iO -*0Xn33S0Hd 1VI33dS 3HX G3SflD3V 3H J 

• •3XVH3dO 01 XI SXNVft 3H AV« 3HX VNVISIflOl 
il S3XVH3dO A3VH30K3G XVHX XI OX 33S Oi w 33IXSfiP iO XN3KXHVd3u jiHX AS 
VNVISinOl 01 XN3S -XHSINM *lV3IXI10d NH300W V« 3SS0H 03WH3X H3dd3d 
I ^3XVN3S 'XOV HDXVHjCaV; 

•sillS NOIXVIHdOHddV WHV3 fcV ^VHX l\D0MdID3« 3HX 30 HOAVi 30ISV 
aiVl 38 OX 3AVH 81(1014 XI N3Hfl 'X33ft XX3N HXNfi «3A0 JJSSVd 38 OX XI 
33«0J OX S3IX3VX DNIAVn3C 3Sfl AVW XI OX dSSOddO SH0XVN3S XVHX 03iiV3J { 
« aTVS 'AVGOX 3XVT 3anSV3W SIH NO 310A V X3S OX G3dOH H3XVH . 

~ 7 . VX3313 OX S3SO0H3 3IVXS N3I3H3A0S V S1VI3IJiO 

1V301 iO ONI* XVHA SS3NlSfl8 S.XN3WNH3A05 1VH3G3J 3HX iO 3N0N S.XI* 

p SJo 1X3313 HBO SXI X3GGN03 X.NV3 3XVXS N5I3H3A0S V XVHX NflOQ 
N3X0H8 OS SVH V3IH3WV NI JtfVH30N3G XVHX OIHOft 3HX OX XIWOV'31; OOSt 
Njfluatt g n «A8inDNI .aOVHi 310A. V NI S3IXIAIWV 

I ' ' • ' s.SMOH JO SNITOi S3NHQV3H H3dVdSft3N SNV31H0 ft3N DNiaWtf 
h *5v3A SIHX A1MV3 GNV ef<Sl NI 31V1 VNVISIflOl NI SNCIXVSI1S3ANI 

ft • ■ " (raXOnflNOD OHA l m3N30 A3NH0XXV 3HX OX XNVXSISSV 1Vl33dS 
«3»WmH0? G3ZIDIXIH0 H3dd3d 'SGMJ 1VH3G33 HXlft XHVd « JO 3J0HJ 
' NI GlVd S3A01dW3 3XVXS 3HX OX X3V .SOIXIlOd NV31D. SIH UN3XXJ UA 
^H31VHlH0XVN3S A8 IVSOdOfid 3HX NO 3XV83G JO AVO HXili 3HX 5NIN3dO 

pXVH(80XVW5 »SN0IX0313 3XVXS HXlft SNIHM3ia3XNI -SS3NISn9 

^.?|/tN SVH. XN3WNH3A05 !VH303i 3HX 3XVN3S 3HX aiO ( X H3dd3d\aCXVN3S | 
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X Mi encloe ing herewith 
<S*t©d February 27, 1940, received la Buret* ftoa "lijil^P 
Hew Orleane, Louisiana, Field Division, In ahicfe there 
are quoted two anonyaotte Utter, addressed to you oca* 
coming a eotplaint against Ernest JU Carrere *f Sons an* 
other a»ttcrt+ , % ■ \ ■ 



1 * iJvfC: 



•0 investigation la being conducted by this Buret* 
in reference to the subject natter of these lettere end . 
they ere being referred to you for any action you dees u> 
appropriate. 



V ' » *v ? <i is*; 



. 1. ». 
eitm 
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Miss dinty 



Enclosure 



MAILED 



V 



Very truly yours* 



*ohn Edgar Hoorer 
Director 
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JriVral Surf mi of Intif stijjati an 

Unttrli Stafro department of Jualtre 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 

February 87, 1940 - - 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. .. .. ... . ; - yy . . : , ^fc>--f . 

Dear Sir: 

This office is in receipt of copies of letters which were for- 
warded to this office by the office of the United States Attorney at Hew 
Orleans, Louisiana, the letters being quoted as follows: 

"New Orleans, La, 

December 26, 1939 

Jfr. 0. JOHN ROGGS, 
U. S. District Attorney's Office, 
_>-" New Orleans, La. 



Dear Sir: 

Your attention is directed to a natter worth investigating 
either by your Department or the F.B.I, and that is the method 

of handling the purchase of the sites for the Slum Clearance 
projects in New Orleans. 

It is commonly thought that the commissions obtained were divided 
with one of the higher officials in the City Ball, and no doubt 
this information could be traced by the Internal Revenue Department. 

The firm who handled these real estate transactions is ERNEST A. 
CARRERE'S SONS, and one of the members of this firm told a party 
that he had divided his commissions with someone who would be 
designated as a 'Top Official'. 

The records of^ERNEST A>CARKERE»S SONS, should show to whom this 
commission was paid. This runs into a vast sum of money. 



Mr. 0. JOHN ROGGE RECORD&D 

Dear Sir: / Dfl*** — — 

How is it that the housing authorities demolished so 



on 194Q 

houses MayofHWJSTRI /Stated that he wanted to clean the slumfes % 

' '■}. S. OE -.-am jfa „. 

m < .I. . . . 
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To the Director, 2/27/40. 

up where the alumbs are the? are leaving you take your auto- 
mobile drive out Josephine Street from Saint Thomas to the river 
half rotten delabitated houses ought to he demolished 10 years 
ago occupied by the loweat class of negroses drive out Adele 
Street from Saint Thomas to the river you will see the same 
thing drive out Saint Andrew from Saint Thomas to the river you 
will see the same thing drive out Saint Mary St. from Saint Thomas 
to the river you will realy see for yourself that every word that 
I am saying is true. 

1 think it would be a good idea to Investigate the Public Service 
on their light and gas bills they state that if you pay before a 
certain date they deduct so much off your bill lots of people 
say they dont deduct 5 cts off but if you wait a day or two 
after the time stated on you bill they charge you so much more 
The Public Service owns the City they can do what they want with 
the people any time they want to discontinue a car line all they 
do is they put on add in the paper that after a named date that 
car line will be discontinued every time they take car line off 
look the amount of men they put out of work 4 men to every car 

2 regular men an 2 relievers they discontinued the Prytania St 
car line no bus discontinued the Coliseum St car line no bus 4 
men out of work on every car discontinued the Henry Clay car 4 men 
out of work no bus discontinued the Peters Ave car 4 men out of 
work now named Jefferson Ave. 4 men out of work bus runs there 
discontinued the Tchoupitoulas ear 4 men out of work bus run thers 
the levee an Barracks car The Esplanade Ave car bus runs there 
discontinued several other ear lines take all the car lines that 
the Public Service discontinued 4 men to every car 2 regular and 

2 relievers look the amount of men put out of work look the amount 
of money they save During the "World War some 20 years ago The 
Public Service raised the car fare to 7 cts they never reduced 
the car fare to 5 cts the price before the war. Everything else 
after the war had to come down all mecbanices and labors wages 
had to be reduced The Federal Government ought to make them re- 
duce the car fare to 5 cts mabe they keej two sets of books if 
they say it dont pay to run the buses and the few car lines for 
5 cts fare let them sell out the Public Service is nothing but a 
trust a monopoly no other Co can operate here I thought the housing 
business was a Federal Government proposition. What right has 
Mayor MEASTIR and the housing authorities to allow Mr. CAREERS the 
real estate agents to make/the people who sold their property to 
the Federal Government maJre them pay 4$ of the price they got from 
the Federal Governmenjj-f or their property I guess 20$ went to Mr. 
yCARRERE and 2% went €fc MAESTRIE and his gang. You think any body 

Jr 
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To the Director, 2/27/40 " 



got any graft furnishing material for the housing "business. 
The Federal Government had a law passed that no place of business 
can work their employees more than 40 hours a week. Right here 
in New Orleans at the Post Office in the mail department they 
work the men all the year around 12-14 and 16 hours a day The 
WPA is & political machine MES^WXGGIKS who has charg of the 
WPA Station at Carrollton Ave and Appel St her husband is * 
money broker. I guess she has political Influence MrS. HIGGIKS 
who has charg of the WPA Station at St. Charles and Lafayette 
opposite the City Hall her husband has a Job in the City Sail 
why cant they give thos two jobs to some one that is more in 
need. A man by the name of CARTER who lives at 2125 Annunciation 
St he works in the office of the WPA he gets $70.00 a month from 
the Federal Government his wife own the double house they lire 
in they live on one side the other half of the house 2127 Annuncia- 
tion St they have rented for |22.50 a month Tou think those people > 
needs help MRSfCARTER is an Italian I guess she has she has in- 
fluence through MAESTRIE why cant they give that job to some man 
that is more in need of work. Some time ago JAMES HiK MORRISON 
of Hammond, La. had published in Hammond stating that MAESTRI 
was paid by the slot machine people and gamblers to allow all 
kinds of gambling and slots machine to operate in New Orleans 
MR. MORRISON also stated in the paper that MAESTRIE was in Co 
with the bigest crooks, gamblers an rackerteers in New York it 
must be true that MAESTRI never denied it why is it that MAESTRI 
doesn't want the Conservation book to be examine by the committee 
of the 100 citicen league because to much underhand business will 
come to light more money taken illegal than in the Levee Board 
MAESTRI does not want the crooket work exposed if every thing was 
kept strait he would allow the books to be eiamine. 

I think EAPlTlEoNG and his gang will have all the ballots boxes 
stuffed before the election with fake ballots. A lady told me 
that any persons wants to rent any of those new houses that the 
Housing Authority are building in the St. Thomas Project will 
have to go to the Catolic Priest are the Catolic Priest appointed 
by the Federal Government to collect rents MAESTRI doing. 

If you will read your meter and compare -it with you bill you will 
see they dont take any thing off." 



A perusal of the letters will indicate that they refer primarily 
to some slum clearance in New Orleans which is being handled by the Federal 
Housing Authority. It is suggested that the Bureau may desire to transmit 
this information to the. Federal Housing Authority in Washington, D. C. 

£~ Very Jruly Joy^r. . 

* ^ft< JCCccA*^^ 

». ^KITCHIN , Special Agent Tn Charge 




This wUl «okr^ir2o5£» racalpt of year 2*U*r 
<1&U1 /*no«ry 17, rolttito to political irroplaritSoo 

in *r*S «roi«d Al^xenirla. Lou5jlant. ' 



*>• 



I »leh to advise thai the icvMrtl^fttlni Jurisdiction 
of this Btawas Is lisited by Congressional e&aotwefti to tt» 
inreetigatioe of specific Feiarai Stafc*t*s. I fcava paraead 
Ue content* of four letter and fuse* failei to aot« there!* 

* violation within that Jurisdiction a»d I m therefore unable 
to be of aaiiist&nc* to ycrc In tibia aattar. 

Vary truly yowa* 



Mr. I. ». T»»»i 

Br. Clsas 

Mr. inn 



Mr. Coft«l 



Mr. SUreln _ 
Mr. HarM _ 
Mr. L«»t«r 



Mr. Mclnllr* 

Mr. nictiort 

Mr. BMW _ 



Mr.' Qulnn Tamp* 
rour Room 
Mr, Tracy 



nibs candy 



lotus SSgar Hoove* 
Blrsotor 



CC - Sew Orleans (with copy of incoming latter) 
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.. . ..iSgiiii-.. ■ 

PO Box 55, 

Goose Creek,Taxa« 

January 17,1940* 




Washington. tf£k*:i* ^ « .. . iflu? 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



v ^. 

Several months ago I wrote joa regarding certain, j- « . 

political irregularities in and around Alexandria, Louisiana. ; 

never heard anything from you but inasmuch as a Grand Jury in- 
vkstlgaied conditions there and Indicted a ^uatbar of ^acipl*, r , » \$ t\ 
a >meone evidently got busy., i. ' . J 

Among those lndicaed in that Parish ia an Aunt of Mine 
Mrs. Lou Lee Teekeel. She had been deadheading on the State payroll 
for several years. This Aunt is somewhere in the neighborhood of 
sixty years of age and her first marriage took place something like 
two years ago. Her father, (my grandfather) was a Confederate veteran 
and died in 1914. The last few years of his life he was rather feeble 
and this Aunt worked to take care of the family. She cared for my 
grandmother after my grandfather 1 * death. Her brother", Gaorga ff. 
Lee, now deceased, might correctly be termed a political scoundrel, 
as he seemed to have little scrupples about fraud, or even outright • 
theft. Eis income through these questionable transactions amounted ; 
to more than $1,000.00 a month but from this income he took care of 
four women besides his own wife and children. He and Karl Long, Gover- 
nor of Louisiana, bad a cattle business Jointly and would buy poor 
cattle cheaply and then eiehange these for fat cattle in State insti- 
tutions near there. 

Both Barl Long and my "uncle assured thia Aunt that she wa* 
committing no wrong. A brother of mine and my father heard Earl long 
assure her that she would not be indicted by a grand Jury. This was 
after Earl Long became Governor oflouisiana and she believed he had 
official authority to make such disposal of state funds if he so wished 

My Aunts, Lou Lee Jeekel and Alice Lee are in a position to 
give you a lot of information about Earl Long's irregularities. If 
you could make some sort of deal that would henefit them in this in- 
dictment, they will jFpen up and give a lot of information about the 
inside workings ofyftat gang of crooks^. Jjtclufllag-frh ft . murder of the _ 
late Huey P.'Lona i ,• . _ •} ^ . ; -5 / . r, j 

Sincere Ijy, r. , • 1 

V ' JAN 22 y 

/s/ W.LUtwood j S 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
D I (MOTOR 



liberal »ur*$Wtf tni«*«9a«<m 
United States Department af lustier 

jaSaabinBtart. B.€. 

LRPsDF January 10, 1940 . 

9:a A. M. 



-«i«ts.. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAMM 



Mr^rowder of the Tax Division phoned and stated the 
Department ha^ an income tax case pending against six racketeers 
in New Or lean J, and wanted to know whether the Bureau could 
furnish criminal records. He was advised that if names only 
were furnished the Bureau could furnish records of individuals 
believed to be the ones the Department wants, but it was 
suggested to him in the event he was able to furnish fingerprints, 
arrest records or Police Department numbers it would be far better. 

Mr. Crowder stated he believed he could secure this 
information and would transmit the request to the Bureau for 
criminal records over the signature of Assistant Attorney General 
Clark. 



RespectfyJ^y 
L. R. Penhingt 




RKOORDED & INDEXES ~- -'~ — ~~ ! 
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Pcllca t«f«rta*oi 
Suiney, XUlMda 



^caipt it ackno*! af your lattar 
of January ith, adYiiir* M of tht diffleultiaa 
you anccuntarad In andtavorlr<« to *xtrs<ftta » B 
individual watftad /ow ropartotni for pateing 



Tour tfeeutfjifalaata la faralibit* Ifcia 

rf 



infonatiaa if IwJo^ appw«i>t^ IjM. Mft 
you that it will ba aada « Mitar af t»«or4. 



*?/ ! ?V : - ! . , >4 



I Mr. Tolson 

Mr, N«£j>an 

Xr. E. A. Taram 

Mi. OnCjr , 

Mr. rjtW 

Mr. CoTe? ..... 

litr. r,;aa 

| "r. Glavin 

j Mr. j?£j:-;o 

t Mr. Lestor 

J Mr. (Tniic^ M 



fiih taat «itlt«a ted Vifttf rafarda 4 
Siooaraly ywra* " 
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r-a Sprlngflala 



>»'' yw- . i ..<• r | 

, Ten: i I 
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CITY OF ^UINCY 




.'ii. y^fiefai Bureau ©^Investigations 
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I was seclected to go to Shreveport' to bring Willis bask .' 
for prosecution. All the papers seemed to be. in order, fevrfc the. 

Governor larljfcong refused to sign. I asked him for a reason 
but he' would give none. His only e orient wa.; "the poor uevi.. 
may have been hungry" ana "I just 'dar.'t want to sign the papers". 

; I talked to Mm for a long time in an effort to got him -•- 
to change his mind, but to no avail. I ehowed him the long 
record of Willis which was supplied to us by the F.B.I* to lat j 
him know this was not the fire£ time ..this "man was in the, hands, 

of the law. •• 'y ".v'r. ' 

reeling" sure that you would be interested in a case of this 
sort is the only reason I am writing this letter. 

* 

Sincerely Yours: 

GeorgeYHussong/s/ 

10th SAssion . 

Natloaal Police Academy 

- : ; - : v . ' 
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^ . OFFICERS 
"i.EO*P. BO^rS, PRESIDENT 

J.S. BRQZ'SSARD, SECTV-TREAS. 

TriOS: RASCOB, 1st V-PRKSIDBNT 
J. BOY THERIOT, 2nd V-PRESIDENT 

DR. G. L. GARDINER, 3rd V-PRESIDKNT 



Si- -v. ■■- : •.•,.'< • 




batetrou 

T. L. BUSH 
Ift. t SAMSBV • 



A,. V. RVAhTS 
ft A CHAlfPAGNE 



MEETS EVERY TUESDAY AT 7 P. M. 



UEYDAN, LOUISIANA. Doeesfcer Uth, 19|9 



* 



WAS&IKGTCB, D. €• 
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tlemen !• 



I, X an wondering if it would bo possible for your bureau to tend to 

/^Venn ill on Pari A 00 the ocotiaj election dtp tho 16th« day of January next, at 
leasT two won to surrey the proceeding of tho o lotion and see that all partial 
are fairly treated. Tho Administration that is the)oe la power than, stole 
toe election from the honest p>ople four jean ago and will do it again unless 
some one with authority is on the ground* to keep then straight* There is bo ; 
doubt but that they will be on hard 6 with lots of their * doduot* money and buy 
rotes rlcht and left as they did in the past* If you oeuld do that and & It 
be know that these sen are watehlng things. It would b» toe best thing you ever 
did for toe honest people of toe state of louisiwaa* 



4* 



oblige, 



Kindly let se heqr fro* you with referenoe to this at onoe, end swan 



Very truly yours. 



I. afBOATNgB, 
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i FEDERAL j> 
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4^'-^- International .** * " V^."*-* -V 't^v 

Our jr*tJd*» *f 




X<6#r*y * Intelligent* iJOKS 

■■ . ./■;.';£]•': " clot 

ileets Every Tuesday at 7 p.i. 



« m City awi 



JWETDAN, LOUISIANA tf*i^5£$?»/ ^fC^jj^Xy^W: 



FEDERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU ', 

WASHINGTON, D, C, ... v . - , _. 

I am wondering if it would be possible for your bureau 
to stficTtd nmUm firm on iM ctklhg elect ton <fSy the IStX, 
day o/ January next, at leaot two **n to survey the proceeding 
o/ tft# #l£4fo» and too tftat all parties are fairly treated* The 
Administration that is those in power then, stole the election 
from the honest people four years ago and will do it again un- 
less some one with authority is on the grounds to "keep them 
straight* There is no doubt but that tney will be on hand& 
with lots of their "deduct" money and buy votes right and left 
as they did in the past. If you could do that and let it be 
know^that these men are watching things, it would be the best 
thing you ever did for the honest people of the state of Louisiana, 

Kindly let me hear fro* you with reference to this at 
once, and much oblige, f 

Tery truly yours, 

' ,> 

J. J?. BOATNEB, 

(Signed) J. //. BOAT NEB 
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your ewaaunlty. 

Tou may be sure that I appreciate your writing to 
m and aakin* your observations available to this Bureau. 
• .. H ****** X aw* adriae that the jurladletie* of the Federal *•■=-*?*.•-»- 
• •«*!*•» Investigation la reetricted %jr Congressional enact- 



pan* to the lmreati|etion of violations of aortala specified 
I^ral sut«te«. ft* contents of your l#tt«r |ojtot indicats 



^^•Holatlai within the iayeatigattyo ^sdieUoiS of thi« 



pr. T»i»._ 



■Jr. (. *. tM 
Mr. tlM> 



. Ml* 



■r. ♦*•»( 



*%. * _^^. th ! * , ! ti% 60 rtC8lv# *V Additional IMomaUon 
that Bl#it bo of Value, It is suggested that you eonsunicate 
dirocUy with Ur, A« P* tttchin, Special Agent in Charge. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States Department of 
Jteatieo^l30e ttaaonlo Tccple Building, Row Orleans, Louisiana. 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTiONlj 

' MA ! L ED 

* JAN 6 1940 1 



■>. Laatar 



P. M. 



Ml. «I<UI| 
Mr. R9l»fl 




Very truiijr yowi, 



John Edgar Hoover 

Director 



Mr. fluUn Tafwr* 

Iti !r »"» _ 
Una I 



OC-V'ow Orleans (witjkasopyj taeotfin,; letter) 



-is. 



JOUN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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Jefceral Bureau ot Inuestfsatiim 
ICtitttb Stat ea Separtmettt of luattr* 




ABtLCJ 
4:50 P.M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. 

~ £> ^ 

RE: ABE SHUSH AS, W.AS., 
ST At, MAIL FRAUD 

Agent Hunker called from Wew Orleans and advised 
that Assistant U. S. Attorney Leon 2>a Hubert, Jr., informed 
him that an article appeared in the wMew Orleans Item" to 
the effect that U. S. Attorney Rene A. Yiosca had made the 
statement in court that Shushan had been convicted of giving 
a bribe 3 which statement was in fact untrue. The defense 
attorneys asked for a mistrial because of this, and the judge 
took a poll of the jurors to see if any of them had read the 
statement. The judge found that they had not read the story 
and therefore denied the motion. However, the judge advised 
that the paper should be placed in contempt for this. 

The U. S. Attorney 's Office requested that the lew 
Orleans Office conduct an immediate investigation relative 
to the alleged contempt violation by the newspaper. Mr. 
Bunker stated that this case was investigated by the Post 
Office Department, and inquired whether we should decline to 
accept the case. 

I advised Agent Dunker to point out to the U. S. 
Attorney the jurisdiction we have in the matter and tell him 
that we can take no action on it unless we get Departmental 
authority. I advised him to point out definitely that the 
case under trial was investigated by the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and for this reason it would be well to have them look 
into this matter. " 

Respectfully, 

if 




. rosen |/;z~ yAAJl > ' : 



!M>!',X£1' 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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fines 5t05 p.n. 
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ftmicd gtatea Bepattmettt of Ittsttcc 
UUialjUigtim, 5. C 

December 6, 1939 



MEMO RANDUM FOR MS. E. A. T. 

O 

RE: ABE SHUSH AN; et a, 
MAIL FRAUD 



SAC Kitchin called from. Sew Orleans 
in connection with the above case which is 
presently being tried and which was investi gated 
by the Post Office Inspectors and the Internal 
Revenue men entirely. 

Assistant U. S. Attorney Herbert 
Christenberry has called Agent Bunker with aci- 
vice that one George^Whi taker, a former secret 
service agent who was fir,ed for being drunk, 
is loitering around the court and that it is 
anticipated that Whitaker has been employed for 
the purpose of getting to the jury. Christenberry 
requested that the Bureau Agents place a sur- 
veillance on Whitaker, 

Mr. Kitchin stated he would like author- 
ity to advise Christenberry that inasmuch as the 
substantive offense was investigated by the Post 
Office Inspectors and the Internal Revenue that 
they also should handle the surveillance • I 
told Kitchin it would -be satisfactory to so ad- 
vise Christenberry. 

Mr. Kitchin stated that should be 
defendants be acquitted, he is"sure the Bureau 
will be asked to investi gate a tampering with 
the jury, as this has been intimated by Mr. Rogge 
ever since he has been intern Orleans. 



/ 



Respectfully, 

j 

A. ROSEN 



►EOEKAL BUREAU OF INVfcSTlGATIO! 

PRO 7 1939 

|i. ?. PffARl^^r JUSTICE 

W 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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EATtLCJ 
2:25 P.M. 



9rf>?rul Bureau of Jttu^attnatinn 
ttnttefc gtate* 3fopartm*ttt of Sfusttce 
Pal^f ttgf on, £.€» 

December 1, 1939 




MEMORANDUM TPS TffE-a£Og8rOS> 



REi ABE SBUSRAW, ET AL 

SAC Kitchin called from New Orleans 
on another matter and advised that his office 
had been requested to conduct a surveillance 
of two men who have been rumored to be con- 
tacting jurors in an effort to "fix" the fury. 
Mr. Kitchin advised that he told the person 
who made the request that he would look into 
the background of the matter, but that he did 
not think a surveillance should be conducted 
at this time because of the possibility of 
jeopardising the case with the jury. 

I advised Mr. Kitchin that this is 
the proper way to handle the matter* 




E. A. TAMM 



> 
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FEDERAL BU RC ".' OF l*.";r'^iS4ilON 

DEC 4 1939 

US. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTUS^) 



J 




1787 W. 3rd Street 
Brooklyn, B. Y. , ■-&> 
?eb. 19, 1936- 



i-TS . J. 31. RoU8 3 el, \' ; ;>;;; ; "-y 

PreeidentAWomen's Organization 
of the Square Deal Aes'n of Louisiana, 



liy dear Mrs- Houssel: 



;,..T?5 



3 



; Thank you for your letter o/ fob* 8, 1985. , • I 

r I am a little surer is«« to Hear of Senator ' 
Long's taking away the rights of fine oitizens down there, eapeci.f 
since the newspapers stated substantially that the latest Hew OrV 
primary elections were probably the most honest and peaceful in 
years (and in what is called hostile territory — Hew Orleans). E *a J 
ever, it may be that the newspapers are too partial to Senator In J 
to tell the truth. Then, again the newspapers may not look upok/f 
right of the Negro to vote as you or I might. I was born in Hew;. I 
Orleans and nevertheless subscribe to the principle that the Hegfcri 1 
a man and voter just as others, but you should admit that it is j iM 
easy task to enforce Negro rights in" the South and there is soma' 
son for other races to worry over the possible trend of Negro tot. 
In this, I believe we should be fair to Senator Long — I do not 



>ng- 

you would contend that all Hegroes are permitted to vote in our 
Southern States. 

I believe you are right about Long's not hs'fyw 
shared.the wealth in Louisiana, as I understand he left Urs. Hi3 >fl 
Phelps /Hammond' 8 husband out in the cold and I intuitively believ; 
that 3fe nat or Long did not give Hon. John P. i&ullivan even a misea^b'.', 
cigar when the latter was in Washington supporting the appointment; c 
an A-l labor union man, Hon. Daniel D.vMoore. You are probablj yt^$ 
that there will be no share-the-wealtn\ as Messrs'. Rockefeller, jj^.v 
ilorgan, Mellon, etc, know that money iJ3 the "root of all evils 'p'iw 
will not permit wealth to trickle down and wreck and corrupt ou%^ 
noble citizenry. 

As you Tsay, people do not need bodyguards 
they do the right things in this world. Lincoln was a tyrant 
Senator Long, but an outraged citizen, John Wilkes Eooth, with 
immortal words "Sic Semper Tyrannis"^ended that tyranny despite tall 
the guns and bodyguards at Lincoln's command. An outraged citizen 
or alien (Zangara, I think) tried to shoot President Roosevelt -%$r« 
haps he foresaw that you would have to feed poor hungry men at jnv'r 
back door while Roosevelt got credit for "feeding the hungry", £cr 
which we can blame Senator Long as it was Long's damnable demagog^ 
that won Roosevelt the Democratic nomination and final victory, nvm 
than any other infernal |&use. But it seems that the fight agj . ns< 
this demagogic tyranny^- Against the Standard Oil in your state w I 
he carried on by patriotic men like John Wilkes Booth ana altruj Jts 
like Zangara, but JaSmzst decline to join your organization as Ij a*, 
afraid (a coward ) /■'afraid I have not the bravery and patriotism; 
Booth — afraid my good motives may be misunderstood and that Fed} r 1 
Cossacks may put me in jail with Capone who was thus disgracefully 
treated for his valiant fight against the tyrannical inpeme tax law 

Yours truly, j ^Ij^? 



' 2? i Sf 





&CL-. 








